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Abstract

The main purposes of this research were: (1) to study characteristics of the
patterns of political behaviors of the people’s network organizations under the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, 1997, and their effects upon the Thai
democratic system; (2) to study factors enhancing political behaviors of the people’s
network organizations under the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand and their
effects upon the Thai democratic system; (3) to study problems and limitations of
political behaviors of the people’s network organizations; (4) to study the effects of
political behaviors of the people’s network organizations upon the Thai democratic
system; and (5) to propose guidelines for the promotion of appropriate political
behaviors of the people’s network organizations.

The informant group consisted of 504 leaders and members of 24 people’s
network organizations. The data collecting instruments were a questionnaire and an
interview form. Statistics employed for quantitative data analysis were the percentage,
mean, standard deviation; while content analysis was employed to analyze interview
data.

Research findings were follows: (1) The overall rating of political behaviors of the
people’s network organizations was at the moderate level. The main issues included the
participation in conservation and utilization of natural resources, the bio-diversity as well
as the protection, promotion and preservation of the quality of environment. (2) The
overall rating of factors enhancing political behaviors of the people’s network
organizations received political stimuli, such as the freedom to gather in groups to
express political opinions according to the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand,
1997, the freedom to discuss and exchange political viewpoints, and the extending
access to political information; the more people would tend to increasingly participate in

political activities. (3) The overall rating of problems and limitations of political behaviors



of the people’s network organizations was at the high level. The main issue was the lack
of understanding of the state and the state organizations on the goals and roles of the
people’s network organizations in helping solve problems for the society and the people.
This resulted in the limitation of expression of political behaviors of the people’s network
organizations. (4) The effects of political behaviors of the people’s network organizations
upon the Thai democratic system were as followings: (4.1) The overall rating of the
positive effects was at the high level. That the people’s network organizations helping
strengthen the community, create negotiating power and constructive development of
the Thai society, and serve as power to mobilize people’s political awareness resulted in
the strengthening of the political development of the Thai democratic system; and (4.2)
The overall rating of the negative effects was at the high level. The state’s behavior and
attitudes adversely affecting the political development of the Thai democratic system
included the state’s intervention in these organizations’ affairs, the state’s assault on the
organizations, and the adversary attitudes of the state toward the organizations. As for
the proposed guidelines for the promotions of appropriate political behaviors of the
people’s network organizations, overall rating was at the highest level. The main
elements were that the state should create good attitudes and try to understand the
operational goals of the people’ network organizations in helping solve problems of the

society.
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