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Abstract

This research aims to (1) develop an online English reading test; (2) validate the quality of
the test; (3) study the reading performance-level of the test-takers; (4) analyse common weaknesses
found in the test results, and (5) propose guidelines to improve the reading performance of test-takers.
Informants were 31 academics and graduate students. Research instruments included (1) 3 sets of
English reading tests; (2) test evaluation forms, and (3) a test-specifications crosscheck form.

Results revealed the following: (1) 3 sets of online reading tests posted on the website of
Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University; (2) the tests are qualified as specified: the tests were
designed based on the reading process and the reading evaluation process, with the reading
performance level based on CEFR level; the tests were modified according to the IOC scores of lower
than .50 and the experts and pilot-test takers suggestions together with the trial test scores of the pilot-
test takers; the reliability of the 3 sets was analysed by Kuder Richardson 20 formula, which yielded
.86, .88, and .61 respectively; the difficulty and discrimination was accepted at .20 <=p <= .80 — the
rest were modified; (3) the reading performance level of the 3 sets of tests: (versions 1, 2, 3) yielded
16, 14, 18 B1 level (independent user: threshold) test-takers, 12, 14, 11 B2 level (independent user:
vantage) and 3, 3, 2 Cl1 level (effective operational proficiency) respectively; (4) the test-takers
weaknesses included insufficient understanding of complex structure and lack of vocabulary; (5) the
guidelines for reading improvement focus on reading strategies practice at the cognitive, metacognitive,

and socio-affective level.
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