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Abstract

The purposes of this research were: (1) to study problem conditions and needs of social
studies teachers in organizing instruction for civics education in school; (2) to develop a distance training
package for social studies teachers on the organization of instruction for civics education in school to meet
the 80/80 efficiency criterion; and (3) to compare the pre-training and post-training learning achievements
of trainees who used the distance training package for social studies teachers on the organization of
instruction for civics education in school.

The employed research sample consisted of social studies teachers who were teaching in the
Social Studies, Religion and Culture Learning Area in schools under Bangkok Metropolis Secondary
Education Service Area Offices 1 and 2, obtained by stratified random sampling. The research sample was
divided into two groups. The first group was the research sample to provide opinions concerning problem
conditions and needs in organizing instruction for civics education in school. This group consisted of 210
teachers who served as questionnaire respondents and 20 teachers who participated in the focus group
discussion. The second group was the research sample for efficiency verification of the developed distance
training package for social studies teachers on the organization of instruction for civics education in school.
This group consisted of 38 teachers in the tryout stage and 24 teachers in the trial runs stage.

The employed research instruments were:(1) a questionnaire on problem conditions and needs
of social studies teachers in organizing instruction for civics education in school; (2) a plan for organizing
focus group discussion on problem conditions and needs of social studies teachers in organizing instruction
for civics education in school; (3) a distance training package for social studies teachers on the organization
of instruction for civics education in school, which comprised five units; and (4) a learning achievement
test to assess knowledge and understanding of social studies teachers who were trained with the distance
training package on the organization of instruction for civics education in school. Statistics employed for
data analysis were the E4/E, efficiency index, mean, standard deviation, and t-test. Also, content analysis
was employed to analyze descriptive data.

Research findings showed that: (1) regarding opinions concerning problem conditions and
needs in organizing instruction for civics education in school, social studies teachers had opinions that
organizing instruction for civics education in school was important with the goal for development of good
citizenship; while the main problem concerning the curriculum was the large numbers of indicators and
learning contents of the core curriculum; the main instructional problems were the teacher’s lack of
knowledge on designing standard-based learning units, and the lack of knowledge on integration of civics
education with substances in other learning areas; as for the needs concerning organizing instruction for
civics education, the majority of social studies teachers had the needs for knowledge on organizing
additional courses on ASEAN studies, guidelines for designing standard-based learning units, guidelines
for organizing various learning activities, guidelines for measurement and evaluation, especially in the
affective domain and social skills, and guidelines for development of electronic media for civics education
instruction; as for the training needs, social studies teachers had the need for training on the organization of
civics education, especially via the distance training system; and they had the training need for contents on
ASEAN, global education, human rights, and cultures of various ethnic groups; (2) the developed five units
of the distance training package for social studies teachers on the organization of instruction for civics
education in school had efficiency indices that met the set 80/80 efficiency criterion; and (3) the post-
training learning achievement of trainees who used the distance training package on the organization of
instruction for civics education in school was significantly higher than their pre-training counterpart at
the .05 level.

Keywords: Distance training package, Instruction for civics education, Social studies teacher
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