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Abstract

The purpose of this research were: (1) to studies the principles of intellectual
property rights protection which appeared and related to Thai traditional medicine and to study
the trend of the protection under the intellectual property rights regime in order to provide a
new concept for the protection of Thai traditional medicine, (2) to study the possibilities of the
protection of Thai traditional medicine by intellectual property law, (3) to analyst the current law
of the protection Thai traditional medicine, and (4) to make a suggestion how to improve the law
of the protection Thai traditional medicine. This research study is a qualitative research by
documentary research analysis of law, regulations, order, text books, journals, articles in order to
make conclusions and suggestions.

This research found that (1) the principles of intellectual property laws which
appeared and related to the Thai traditional medicine are patent, copyright, geographical
indication and secret information, (2) those regimes could not apply directly to the protection of
Thai traditional medicine. In this regard, Thai traditional medicine may be protected by
intellectual property rights regime by design and create the conditions of a new intellectual
property rights regime particularly for the protection of Thai traditional medicine, (3) for the
current law of the protection of Thai traditional medicine, there are also found that the
conditions of application for registration are still unclear. In addition, the time element of the
protection is not suitable and the limitation of the right to transfer of the holder is also provided
only for his/her heir. Moreover, the rights to register Thai traditional medicines are limited only
from the rough preparation and not other form but natural extraction. Those conditions are not
compatible with the current development of the pharmaceutical productions, and (4) this
research provided the amendment of Thai current law for the protection of Thai traditional
medicine. In addition, the cooperation of developing countries to pursue this regime into world
forum through the relevant international organizations is also very important to the protection of
traditional medicine particularly under the intellectual property rights regime which will be

protected in general at the end.
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