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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to 1) explore the fact, the problems of
protection situation of migrant workers in Thailand, Nonthaburi province was selected
as a case study; 2) analyze the labor situation in relation to rule, regulations, and
international agreements on migrant worker protection; 3) focus upon various
economic and social impacts caused by the employment of migrant workers, and
then, the SWOT technique was used to analyzed and discussed, and 4) recommend
various policies and measures to solve the problems under the framework of ASEAN
Economic Community (AEC).

The research was primarily based on the qualitative approach, by collecting
primary data from sample size of migrant workers and employers in every districts in
Nonthaburi province through the questionnaire and interview forms .The indept
interview and the focus group discussion with government officials and the
representatives from private sector concerned were also undertaken, the secondary
data from various sources was also utilized to analyze the content.

Results of the research were shown that: 1) employers in general, were lawful
on wage payment practice, but have not yet practiced on various issues on welfare,
especially, on leaves for the migrant workers; 2) most of migrant workers who were
secured by legal status, were usually under the protection by Thai law; Thai
government pursued Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other relating
rectified convention; however, in practice, the undocumented / illegal migrant
workers have not been well treated, especially, the basic benefit and welfares were
not given and provided; 3) The positive impacts which provided by migrant workers
included alleviating the worker shortage situation especially, the unskilled workers,
the advantage of lower cost of labor to increase the competitiveness; on the other
hand, under the circumstance of cheap labor, the employers may be passive to

improve the technology in production; eventually this will retard the productivity



development in long run; regarding social impacts, the positive aspect was that it will
stimulate the learning to the diversity of migrant culture; concerning the negative
aspects, various problems took place including crimes, drug, human trafficking ,
increasing the burden of the public health budsget, and other security problems
caused by the influx of a number of illegal migrant workers; 4) recommendations of
this study were development of the master plan for the migrant workers
management and formulate it in the framework of ASEAN on state to state basis, to
review, study and implement all appropriate laws and regulations concerning the
protection at every level of migrant workers, with particular emphasis on the social
security law.  Priority should be given to oversee and enforce lawful practice on

employers.
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