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Abstract

The study has 3 main objectives: 1) to study situation, problems and needs of the
educators who work in the field of Non-formal and Informal Education for obtaining knowledge
about developing learning society or learning community through a distance learning package; 2)
to develop a distance learning package on developing learning society or learning community ; 3)
to try out and evaluate the distance learning package on developing learning society or learning
community .The research was carried out in 3 steps: The first step composed of studying related
theory, concepts and research and conducting field study. For the field study, the samples
included 3 groups of people from 12 provinces, 24 districts and 72 sub-districts from every part
of the country. They were:1). 36 administrators of the provincial and district non-formal and
informal education centres ; 2).48 educators who work at the provincial centres; and 3).264
educators who work at at the district and sub-district centres .The total samples was 348 people.
The research instruments were 3 set of questionnaires for the 3 groups of samples. The data were
analysed by frequency, means, standard deviation and content analysis. The second step was
developing a distance learning package on developing learning society or learning community by
synthesizing all data from step 1.After that it was proposed to the 10 experts in the field through a
seminar for comments and suggestions. Then it was adjusted and tested to meet the designed
efficiency level. Step 3. were trying out and evaluating the learning package with 50 educators in
1 randomly selected province. Ten educators, 5 from district and another 5 from sub-district level
were randomly selected from each of the 5 districts. In the first day, the samples were oriented
with the distance learning package and did the pre-test. Then they were assigned to study the
distance learning package on their own about 2 weeks. After that, they came back as a group for
conclusion the lesson, completing the post test and the questionnaire on opinion about the
learning package. The data were analysed by frequency, means, standard deviation, t-test and

content analysis.

The main findings were that the administrators, educators at provincial level and

educators at local level agreed that knowledge about developing learning society is necessary for



educators who work in the field of non-formal and informal education. They needed this kind of
knowledge at a high level. The contents required composed of: concept, principle and process of
developing a learning society and also the participation of people and networks. The developed
distance learning package composed of printed media and a VCD. The printed media composed
of 3 units: 1. Basic knowledge about learning society, 2. Principle and process of developing
learning society, 3. Developing learning society for Thai society. The VCD proposed examples of
learning society as additional knowledge of the printed media. The proposed distance learning
package was accepted by the experts in the field and it met the designed efficiency. The result of
trying out showed that the educators who studied the distance learning package had the post-test
score significantly higher than the pre-test score. They were satisfied with both the printed
materials and the VCD in the learning package at a high level. It can be used for providing
knowledge for the educators who work in the field of non-formal and informal education in

creating and promoting learning society through out the country.
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