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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the role of civic politics in local politics
and administration since 1997 — 2015 2) to study the main problems of civic politics in local politics
and administration and 3) to form recommendations for ways to promote a greater role for civic
politics in local politics and administration in the long term. This research was primarily a qualitative
research. The research methods were documentary research, interviews, focus groups, observation
and questionnaires. The sample population for interview consisted of 4 groups: 22 sub-district
community organization council members; 8 members of the political development council; 4 local
administrators; and 2 members of or consultants to the local reform commission. The samples were
chosen through purposive sampling to represent the 4 regions of northern, central, northeastern and
southern Thailand. The quantitative research was also used as complemented to qualitative
research. The sample population for questionair consisted of 200 members of sub-district
community organization councils and 50 members of political development councils. The samples
were also chosen through purposive sampling. Data collection and analysis tools included interview
forms, questionnaires, descriptive analysis and percentage.

The study found that the civic politics play an important role in natural resourecs and
environment issues. But it had limited role in politics and administration with local authorities. The
main problems of civic politics in local politics and administration were both policy problems and
practical problems which resulted from the external factors and internal factors of civic politics for
example; lock of clear public policy on civic politics, lock of management skill, lack of strong
leadership. The researcher had proposed both policy and practical recommendation to enhance
strong civic politics in local politics and administration such as the government should propose law
to promote people participation in public policy at national and local level, to setup “civic council”
to perform counselling and monitoring duties of local authorities and public agencies performance

in the areas, to promote participatory budgeting in local authorities etc.
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