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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the vocabulary size and range in English
course in General Education Program of 27 public universities, and (2) to search for guidelines to
select the appropriate vocabulary in English courses in General Education Program. The
instruments were as follows: (1) a questionnaire on how to select textbooks for English courses in
General Education (GE) Program, Bachelor Degree, and (2) 18 English textbooks in GE program
focusing on the design of the textbooks syllabus, conversation scripts, vocabulary sections and
activities and some related reading texts. Frequency, percentage and numbers and content analysis
were used for questionnaire and the design of textbooks.  Quantitative data of vocabulary were
analyzed through The Compleat Lexical Tutor program.

The results revealed that (1) the highest percentages and numbers of words were 88.66%
of 1000 first words vocabulary (K1), 56.64 % with 1001- 2000 words (K2); 56.64% function
words within K 1; 41% content words within K 1; 770 words in families group; 1,366 types
(different words); 16,621 tokens (number of words); 7.7 % of AWL words; and 22.87 % Offlist
words; (2) the appropriate and suggested vocabulary size and range can be detected through
communicative approach with functional/notional syllabus; the functional language, functional
vocabulary and content vocabulary follow and comply with the topic and the theme of the textbook.
Recommendations for teaching were to focus on function language, function words and content
words with emphasis on K1 and K2 vocabulary; to present AWL from the texts or other media and

Offlist words in the glossary, and to focus on parts of speech, families and types.

Keywords: Vocabulary size and range, functional language, functional word, content word, English

textbooks, General English Program

ii





