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Development of a Selective Course Curriculum with Integration
of the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy for Teachers in

the Social Studies, Religion and Culture Learning Area
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Research Title: Development of a Selective Course Curriculum with Integration of the Sufficiency
Economy Philosophy for Teachers in the Social Studies, Religion and Culture
Learning Area
Researcher:  Associate Professor Thanarat Sirisawat and Professor Dr. Siriwan Sripahol
Year: 2016
Abstract

The purposes of this research were (1) to develop a selective course curriculum with
integration of the sufficiency philosophy for teachers in the Social Studies, Religion and Culture
Learning Area; and (2) to evaluate the try out results of the selective course curriculum with integration
of the sufficiency philosophy for teachers in the Social Studies, Religion and Culture Learning Area that
was developed by teachers teaching in the Social Studies, Religion and Culture Learning Area. The
research sample comprised two groups. The first group consisted of 20 teachers to be trained on the
topic of Guidelines for Development of a Selective Course Curriculum with Integration of the
Sufficiency Economy Philosophy. They were randomly selected from teachers teaching in the Social
Studies, Religion and Culture Learning Area in five randomly selected schools under Sing Buri Primary
Education Service Area Offices, with four teachers from each school. After the training, they developed
a selective course curriculum with integration of the sufficiency philosophy. The second group
consisted of students in an intact classroom obtained by cluster sampling from each of the same five
selected schools under Sing Buri Primary Education Service Area Offices. Students in these five
classrooms were to study the selective courses developed by their teachers. Research instruments were
(1) training documents on Guidelines for Development of a Selective Course Curriculum with
Integration of the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy for teachers in the Social Studies, Religion and
Culture Learning Area; (2) an achievement test for testing the teacher’s knowledge and understanding
on Guidelines for Development of a Selective Course Curriculum with Integration of the Sufficiency
Economy Philosophy; and (3) a form for reporting results of instructional management of the selective
course with integration of the sufficiency economy philosophy by teachers in the Social Studies,
Religion and Culture Learning Area. Research data were analyzed using the mean, standard deviation
t-test, sign test, and content analysis

Research results comprised two parts as follows: Part 1: Results of development of training
documents on Guidelines for Development of a Selective Course Curriculum with Integration of the
Sufficiency Economy Philosophy for teachers in the Social Studies, Religion and Culture Learning
Area. The developed training documents had contents comprising five topics. The three experts had
verified quality of the documents in terms of accuracy of the contents and appropriateness of language
usage. Part 2: Results of teacher training and results of evaluation of try-out of the developed selective
course curriculum with integration of the sufficiency philosophy by teachers teaching in the Social
Studies, Religion and Culture Learning Area were as follows: (1) regarding results of teacher training,
the post-training learning achievement of teachers who were trained on Guidelines for Development of a
Selective Course Curriculum with Integration of the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy was significantly
higher than their pre-training counterpart achievement at the .05 level; and (2) regarding results of
development of the selective courses with integration of the sufficiency economy philosophy by
teachers in each of the five sample schools, five following selective courses were developed by teachers
in the five sample schools: the Tha It Suksa Course being developed by the sample teachers at Wat Tha
It School; the Chumchon Ban Sao Sing Course being developed by the sample teachers at Wat Sao Sing
School; the Chee Nam Rai Suksa Course being developed by the sample teachers at Wat Ranam School,
the Thai Way of Life with Pride in Sufficiency Economy Course being developed by the sample
teachers at Wat Thong School; and the Sing Buri Local Wisdom Course being developed by the sample
teachers at Wat Satthaphirom School; also, try-out results in the real situation of the selective courses
developed by the sample teachers at the five schools revealed that the post-experiment learning
achievement mean score in each of the five schools were significantly higher than its pre-experiment
counterpart mean score at the .05 level; the majority of students in the sample group of each school had
developed skills/process based on the sufficiency economy philosophy at the high level; and the
majority of them had developed virtues, morality and values based on the sufficiency economy at the
high level.
Keywords: Selective course curriculum, Integration, Sufficiency economy philosophy, Social Studies,

Religion and Culture Learning Area
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