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Abstract

Objectives of the Research were: to study the development of open education in Thailand, to
study the dominant features, capability, and benefits utilization from the open system, to propose the
guidelines in development of open education of Thailand and to bring forward the data obtained for
synthesis and exchange for joint learning among the Open Universities in ASEAN. Population in Study;,
1) Bachelor’s degree graduates in all fields of subject of Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University whose
commencement was in 2014 2) Instructors of Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University 3) Administrators,
scholars of Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University both in the past and at present 4) This research is
the study of open system that uses the distance teaching and learning is under the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) on cooperation research. Tools Used in this research: 1) Questionnaire for graduates
that consists of questions 2) Interview questionnaires for instructors of Sukhothai Thammathirat Open
University 3) Interview questionnaire for administrators and scholars concerning inquiry issues about important
dominant features as strength and advantages of distance education, open education as well as guidelines
in development of actual open education 4) Opinion questionnaire that is used for the experts in the
critical seminar of the members of the 5 Open Universities.

From the study of development of open education in Thailand, it was found that the guidelines
in supporting and developing the open education in various dimensions are as followings: 1) The university
organization structure administration aspect to clear policy should be specified with the emphasis on
learing result in addition to breakeven point as well as usage of new technology to decrease the expenses
and increase flexibility 2) Curriculum Aspect: there should be diversified, modem, suitable curriculum
that responds to the requirement and emphasizes individual need of each student (personalized learning),
and aims to practically apply more as required by the job market and/or inadequate persons in specific
career 3) Instructor aspect: the experienced instructor will compose more concrete content, shift the
paradigm and attitude based on the university philosophy and, at the same time, consider the limitation
as nature of the student. STOU understands the students, cares for the students, provides good knowledge
with consistent responsibility, modernization, facilitator, and diversified teaching and learning arrangement
4) Teaching and Learning Media aspect/Learning sources: teaching and learning media must be diversified,
modern, adequate, easy to access, easy to use, clear and easy to understand, stable system, easily
accessible for any tine and anywhere, interesting and enable thoughts, analysis , and application for

the students.
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