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Abstract

This research aims: (1) to study the current status of the research data management
policy in the open universities in Asia.; (2) to synthesize the best practice of the research
data management policy in the open universities; (3) to develop the guidelines for

the research data management policy in the open universities in Asia.

This research employed a qualitative method using an in-depth interview of
16 staff from 8 member institutions from the ASEAN Open University Association and
10 research experts. Purposive sampling was used in this work. The research tools included

interviewing and recording documents, the data were analyzed using content analysis.

The research findings were as follows: (1) regarding the current status of the
research data management policy in the open universities in Asia, there were the collection
of research databases, library databases and the dissemination of research articles in
journals, proceedings, and research reports. However, only 4 out of 8 universites had
the research databases in their institutional repositories. Most universities applied the
government open data policy but were still ingenuous of such research data publication;
(2) the synthesis of the research data management policy in the open universities
composed of at least 5 components: scopes, aims, principles, roles, responsibilities
and definitions; and (3) the guidelines for the research data management policy in the
open universities organizing working group to determine the principles, responsibilities,
ethical requirements, legal requirements, collaborations, and especially the copyright

issues of research data dissemination.
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