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The Buddhism in the Lao People’s Democratic Republic

and Socio-Cultural Changes in Globalisation
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Abstract

The research has two objectives: (1) to examine the factors which affect Buddhism in Lao, (2) to explore
the socio-cultural changes, caused by such factors, in Luang Prabang, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, in
Globalisation era. This research applied the qualitative method, descriptive analysis, purposive sampling
method, documentary analysis, participation observation, open-end in-depth interview and focus group
discussion were used. The key informants were monks, novices, teachers, students and Lao people in Luang

Prabang.

The results showed that (1) factors which affected Buddhism were the advancement in technology and
consumerism significantly affecting Buddhism, economic structure, livelihood — both individual, family and
community levels, in Lao. Such effects would likely and violently increase. However, the Buddhism in Lao
would strongly resist because of its main approach of moderation, flexibility and adaptability to the new era.
The Buddhist administrative structure had only the president of the Buddhist public relations of Lao. There
were not internal different sects. The discipline among Lao Buddhist priests in the teaching of the Lord Buddha
and religious rule and regulation led to peculiar faith among the Lao people in culture, tradition and activities
of Buddhism, (2) the changes of socio-cultural structure, caused by such factors, mainly were the immigrations
of land lords to build resorts in Luang Prabang to attract foreign tourists led to the increasing number of the
middle class as well as the influence of Western countries. The investment in trade and business also had
surged. However, people’s livelihood and tradition were still well maintained. Lao people had followed the
teaching of Lord Buddha and Buddhist practices, although many were animists. The culture and tradition were

transferred from one generation to the next through faith in Buddhism and other social elements of Lao.
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