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ABSTRACT

The aims of this research is to study the origin and development of the
knowledge of the soul in classical political philosophy. Due to the study of classical
political philosophy did not separated from the knowledge of the soul. The problem
of political regimes and rulers were the result from the politics of human soul. This
study applied a qualitative method and documentary research by studying writings of
Greek political philosophy. The study was review and close interpretation of original
text, especially Socrates and Plato. The study of secondary text were used in this
research.

This study found that the knowledge of the soul was emerged from
Socrates and fully developed by Plato. Human soul were divided into three parts or
tri-partie soul which composed of wisdom, knowledge or reason. The second part
was spiritedness made man courageous and the last was appetites or desires. Plato
linked human soul to social class and political regimes. He called it ‘polis as a soul
writ large.” The best and good political regime reflected a good order of the soul, the
soul of a leader or ruler was dominated by wisdom or knowledge. Plato had
classified political regime which ranked from the best declined to the worst.

Beginning from monarchy, timocracy, aristocracy, oligarchy, democracy and tyranny.
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