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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to 1) study the economic, socio-cultural,
administrative, and political contexts affecting social capital development 2) study social capital
discourse affecting sustainability of strong communities 3) study supporting or obstacle factors of social
capital development for strong communities sustainability 4) guideline for improving strong communities
sustainability. This applied qualitative and quantitative research. The purposing samplings were 9
communities in 8 provinces in the North of Thailand. For qualitative method, data were collected
via questionnaires and analyzed by using descriptive statistics and for quantitative method, data
were collected via in-deep interview and analyzed by using descriptive analysis.

The findings were as follows: 1) the economic, socio-cultural administrative and political
contexts affecting social capital development were medium level (X = 3.37) in economic context
that capitalism makes capitalists selfish and takes advantage from natural resources that members
of communities could not profit natural resources. In social context, members of communities had
a good cooperation and in political contexts, the trust of leaders of the communities 2) social
capital discourse that affected sustainability of strong communities were medium level (X = 3.43)
state had a key role construct and giving the meaning of social capital 3) supporting or obstacle
factors of social capital development that paving the way to sustainability of strong communities
were medium level (X = 3.42) supporting factors such as roles of leaders, rules of communities
obstacle factors such as occupations , aging communities and distance areas 4) guideline for
improving sustainability of strong communities were high a level (X = 3.53) such as making member
of the communities well-living, having public consciousness and developing human capital

through education system by emphasizing systematic thinking, analyzing and finding solutions
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