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Abstract

The objectives of “Roles of Mass Media in Creating Political Communication network”
were 1) to study the roles of mass media in creating political communication networks; and 2) to
establish guidelines for creating a network of mass media in political communication. in Songkhla
Province.

Qualitative research method was used to collect data form “in-depth interviews” with
two main groups of key informants in Songkhla Province. 1) The executive groups composed of
16 news editors, executive editors, directors or heads of radio or television stations, business
owners, or chiefs of any department responsible for monitoring all policies implementation; and
2) the operational group composed of 20 reporters, program managers, and website content
administrators.

It was found that (1) the mass media had roles in creating political communication
networks using mass media to promote political participation among all people, using mass
media to present news and relevant activities to promote public participation via public
campaigning for elections at both national and local levels, focusing on neutral news, and
disseminating information from the National Election Commission to people in Songkhla Province;
and (2) Guidelines for creating political communication networks are a) members should have
common interests, consisting of: a journalistic viewpoint; a vision emphasizing fact finding, being
beneficial and informing; interest in political news; participating by sharing new; coordinating with
public and private agencies; and mutual support; b) there should be both naturally formed
political communication networks and established political communication networks; c) the
process of network building should consist of: the primary message sender (the government
public relations office of Songkhla Province, founder of the network) coordinating with the
message receivers (journalists) and transmitting news from government agencies, state enterprises
and the private sector via the medium of a Line application group, which is a network with

members from every kind of mass media.
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