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Abstract

This research focuses on studying social movement demanding for land reform in the form of
community land titling in Thailand. It aims to understand (1) historical development of the community
land titling, (2) economic, social and cultural, and political contexts affecting social movement, (3)
tactics employed in the movement, and (4) consequences of the movement. The research employs
qualitative data collection methods combining documentary sources and in-depth interviews with 30
participants. The analysis emphasizes the significance of participants’ views.

Community land titling is a new form of land-use management that is different from the land
use management in the past which focused on individual ownership. Its essence is the collective
management and use of state-owned land by the community. This research studies two communities
in the North and two communities in the Northeast. The communities in the North have faced the loss
of arable lands due to the state’s policies that neglect the importance of small-scale farmers. The
farmers’ movements to seize the wasteland for cultivation has led to the conflicts between the farmers
and the landowners. Meanwhile, the communities in the Northeast have suffered from the national
forest preservation policies in which the reserved forest areas were determined to overlap arable and
living areas of the people. This resulted in conflicts between the community members and the state
officials The Land Reform Networks of Thailand at regional levels joined to form the Land Reform
Network of Thailand in 2006, and proposed solutions by managing land in the form of the community
land titling. This research finds that the social movement in land occur at community, regional, and
national levels. At the community level, the community members in the North adopt the disruptive
tactics by taking over the wastelands. Meanwhile, the community members in the Northeast use the
conventional tactics by conveying their complaints to the designated gsovernment agencies, alternating
with the disruptive tactics. While the regional and national movements appear in the form of mass
protests in order to force the government to accept their demands. The problems of land shortage for
small-scale farmers have led to grievance, relative deprivation, and discontent. However, these social-
psychological factors alone were insufficient to generate powerful social movements. Political factors,
particularly political opportunities, had significant effects on the political movement and the
negotiability of the movement. In addition, social movement organizations are crucial factors of success
in mobilizing, engaging and supporting. Regarding the consequences, the movement has resulted in
the passage of the Regulation of the Prime Minister Office on the Issuance of Community Land Titling
Deeds (Year 2553 B.E.). Also, it provides the participants’ experiences and knowledge that could be
adopted to management within their communities. However, the implementation of the law is still
slow, and has produced insignificant results.
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