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Abstract

The purposes of this research were (1) to develop expected learing outcomes of nursing practicum at
the Bachelor of Nursing Science Program level for public health officers which correspond to the needs of four
groups of stakeholders; (2) to develop expected learning outcomes of nursing practicum at the course level which
correspond to expected learning outcomes at the Bachelor of Nursing Science Program level; and (3) to create
nursing practicum models in distance learning system in order to achieve expected learning outcomes of six
nursing practicum courses: the Fundamental Nursing Course, the Adult and Elderly Nursing Course, the Child and
Adolescent Nursing Course, the Maternal-Newborn and Midwifery Nursing Course, the Psychiatric and Mental Health
Nursing Course, and the Community Health Nursing Course. The AUN-QA at program level was used as a
conceptual framework. The key research informants were 48 persons classified into five groups: (1) a group of
four experts on nursing education management in distance education system from Sukhothai Thammathirat Open
University, (2) a group of seven experts from Thailand Nursing and Midwifery Council and nursing school
administrators, (3) a group of thirty experts in six nursing areas, (4) a group of four public health officers who
desired to upgrade their status to become professional nurses, and (5) a group of three professional nurses who
had been upgraded from public health officer status. Research data were collected via in-depth interviews based
on main interview questions created by the researchers. Each interview took 30-60 minutes. Interview contents
were transcribed word-by-word from the interview tape. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics and content
analysis.

The results showed that 1) the expected learning outcomes of nursing practicum at the Bachelor of
Nursing Science Program level for public health officers consisted of six domains with 25 items specified as
follows: (1) four items on virtues and morality; (2) seven items on knowledge; (3) three items on intellectual skills;
(4) four items on interpersonal skills and responsibility; (5) four items on numerical analysis, communication and
information technology; and (6) three items on professional practice skills; 2) the expected learning outcomes for
nursing practicum at the course level were created from the distribution of the 25 expected learning outcomes at
the program level into six nursing courses with nursing practicum, namely, the Fundamental Nursing Course, the
Adult and Elderly Nursing Course, the Child and Adolescent Nursing Course, the Maternal-Newborn and Midwifery
Nursing Course, the Psychiatric and Mental Health Nursing Course, and the Community Health Nursing Course; and
3) three nursing practicum models in distance learning system were created including the selected nursing

practicum for each course, the selected nursing practicum for case studies, and the intensive nursing practicum.
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