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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study authentic assessment of autistic students at STOU covering:
1) current practice on assessment of authentic students, 2) the development of authentic assessment process,
3) the evaluation of authentic assessment process, and 4) the results of the implementation of the authentic
assessment process. Samples of the research comprised the following four groups. 1) Group 1- samples for the
study on current practice of the assessment, consisting of 13 samples, representing administrators, chairpersons of
the academic programs, lecturers, an administrator and a representative of the Registration Office, an administrator
and a representative of the Education Service Office, and parents of autistic students. This group provided data
serving purpose No.l. 2) Group 2 - samples for the study on authentic assessment process, consisting of
6 samples, representing senior scholars in authentic measurement and assessment of learning. This group provided
data serving purpose No.2. 3) Group 3 — samples for the study on the evaluation of the authentic assessment
process, consisting of 11 samples, audited the feasibility and appropriateness of the “drafted” authentic
measurement and assessment process. These samples included an administrator, a chairperson of a leaming
module section, a lecturer, an administrator and a representative of the Registration Office, an administrator and a
representative of the Education Service Office, and senior scholars in measurement and assessment of teaching
and learning. 4) Group 4 — samples for the study on results of the implementation, consisting of 8 samples which
included lecturers, teaching assistants, parents and student volunteers, who were involved in autistic students.
These informative data — interviewed data and samples of work, were analyzed through content analysis.

Findings were the following: 1) from the beginning to the present, STOU employed only one
assessment approach with her students either normal or autistic students. There was no special approach for
autistic students; 2) through the literature review and the interview of the samples, the assessment process of
autistic students at STOU consisted of 3 elements comprising authentic assessment design, the implementation
of the design, and conditions for implementation success; 3) the evaluation of the authentic assessment
process disclosed that the designed process was appropriate and feasible. The designed process consisted of
(1) the authentic assessment design which consisted of (a) planning for authentic assessment, (b) the
development of assessment tools, (c) the authentic assessment marking system, (d) the judging criteria, and
(e) the roles of the people involved; (2) the implementation of the design which consisted of (a) planning and
preparation for teaching and learning activities, (b) the implementation of the planned activities, (c) authentic
assessment, (d) the assessment of the planned design, and (e) the generalization of the assessment findings;
(3) the evaluation of the design disclosed that developed design was appropriate and feasible; 4) it was also

disclosed that the developed assessment process helped improve performance of the autistic students.
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