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Survey of Alcoholic Beverages Purchase around Educational Institutes among High School
Students and Implementation of Alcoholic Beverages Sale Zoning Measures

around Educational Institutes in Thailand
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Abstract

The objectives of this cross-sectional survey research were to study 1) alcoholic beverage purchasing behavior of
high school students around educational institutes in Thailand, 2) the factors influencing high school students’ purchase
of alcoholic beverages around educational institutes, and 3) the procedures and results of government officers and civil
society in controlling sales of alcoholic beverages around educational institutes in compliance with the zoning measure.
The sample groups consisted of (1) 7,547 high school students in 77 provinces of Thailand using multi-stage sampling
techniques. Data were collected via online questionnaires during July to August 2020, and (2) 37 government officers
and civil society personnel responsible for enforcing the alcohol beverage sale in their areas. Their data were collected
via in-depth interviews using semi-structured interview questions during January to July 2020. Statistics used for
quantitative data analysis were frequency, percentage, mean, median, min, max, standard deviation, and logistic
regression. For qualitative data, content analysis was used.

The results showed that (1) in the past 12 months, 22.9% of the students had purchased alcoholic beverages
near or within the zoning areas around the educational institutes, 49.3% of the students consumed alcoholic beverages
which accounted for 63.3% of the drinkers in the past 12 months, (2) the factors influencing the purchase of alcoholic
beverages among students around the educational institutes with statistical significance at 0.05 were average monthly
income and allowance, having received health care services from a hospital or infirmary in the past 12 months, the
amount of cigarettes smoked per day, addictive substance usage, Western-style fast food consumption, students'
perception of the zoning measures around educational institutions and their acceptance of the zoning measures and
Alcohol Control Act, B.E. 2551 (2008), all of which could explain 58.1% of opportunities to purchase alcohol beverages
among students around educational institutes, (3) all zoning area mapping procedures started at the provincial level
but were different in the composition of the working group and how they operate, the working group may allow the
educational institutes to participate and establish their own zoning areas, or the province may have full authority to
determine the zoning areas and simply notify the schools. According to the data obtained from 5 regions, the numbers
of retailers around educational institutes decreased after the zoning areas were established because the licenses for
new retailers were prohibited and only the original licenses were allowed in the zoning areas. However, this study found
that a number of students still had easy access to alcoholic beverages although the zoning area measure may cause a

change in the students’ alcohol consumption behavior.
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