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The Struggle for Rights of Peoples in the State-grabbed Areas:
The Cases of Kaengkrachan, Petchburi Province, and Nongtatam,

Prachuab Khirikhan Province
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Abstract

This research aims to 1) create an understanding on the complexity of the struggle for rights of
peoples whose land was grabbed by the state in Kaengkrachan, Petchburi Province, and Nongtatam, Prachub
Kirikhan province. The research is qualitative in orientation, using documentary research such as books and
articles, and data from seventeen newspapers in order to create data triangulation. The research also employs in-
depth interviews from 30 informants as well as participatory and non-participatory observation.

The research finds that, in the case of Kaengkrachan, the roots of the problem occurred from land
grabbing by the state, citing preservation of Thailand’s “largest forest complex” which led to enforced eviction
and enclosure of Bangkloy villagers as well as enforced education and cultural assimilation. These processes
result in complexity of the problem which encompass 1) economic exploitation from the promoting of “green
economy”; 2) the loss of the Karen’s way of life; 3) the constructed representation of the Karen as naive and
demonized; 4) the forced expulsion and burning habitat of the Karen; 5) repercussion from the reclaiming forest
policy; 6) the promotion of Kaengkrachan as a world heritage without taking villagers’ concern into
consideration.

In the case of Nongtatam, the root of the problems also occurred from land grabbing by the state,
under the Treasury Department, from Banwangwon villagers, citing security reasons since the area is
considered Thailand’s narrowest area. Complexity of the case was less than that of Kaengkrachan, but was
intensified further from 1) the cost and opportunity cost burdened by the villagers; 2) the state’s abuse of credit
in solar energy using; 3) the creation of “jeb (pity), jon (poor), jak (donating)” discourse on the villagers; 4)
“romanticization” of the villagers’ grievance through the distorted notion of sustainability to force villagers to
rely on themselves. Complexity was exacerbated by attempts to claim credit citing internationally recognized
award from the United Nations.

Such complexity was the results of the centralization of state’s natural resource entitlement and
management as well as the so-called “greenism” or the protection of land and natural resources rather than
human beings. The research also finds that the struggle of the peoples in both cases involved legal processes
and activism in order to regain their rights.
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