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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were 1) study concepts and theories of learning city. 2)
study the role of other universities in Thailand and abroad as a mechanism to develop the learning
of their residents. 3) study legal measures, i.e., National Education Act B.E. 1999 (amendment), the
bill of the lifelong learning act B.E...and strategies, laws, regulations, and knowledge from other
faculties in Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University. 4) analyze and suggest promoting the role of
Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University as a mechanism to develop Nonthaburi province as a
learning city. This qualitative research collected the data from documents search, and 22 key
informants were divided into three groups: government sectors, operative sectors and academic
experts.

The results showed that 1) learning city concepts and theories consist of the principle of
learning city, state mission, civil participation, and sustainable learning development. 2) the role of
universities in Thailand and abroad have provided their resources as a mechanism to develop
learning for their residents, such as strategies, laws, regulations, policies and various learning
activities. 3) The legal measures relevant to the learning city are the National Education Act B.E.
1999 (amendment), the bill of the lifelong learning act B.E...which support the learning city
ecosystem. Moreover, Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University provides strategies, laws,
regulations, and knowledge compatible with UNESCO's 6 Key Features of Learning Cities. 4) This
research also found that the Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University can be a mechanism for
developing the Nonthaburi province to be a leamning city. However, some limitations can drive
learning city to be more sustainable in terms of promoting equal learning, learning in families and
communities, facilitating learning for and in the workplace, extending the use of modern learning
technologies, enhancing quality and excellence in learning, fostering a culture of learning
throughout life.
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