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Abstract

This study aimed to examine how a participatory learning program in Coronavirus 2019 prevention
affected the awareness, knowledge, and behaviors related to Coronavirus 2019 prevention of vulnerable
Muslim older adults in Nonthaburi Province.

The quasi-experimental research used a two-group pretest-posttest design. The study participants
were people in the 60-80-year-old age group having comorbidity of hypertension and diabetes. The
sample was divided into 35 residents of Tha It Sub-district, Pak Kret District, who attended the program
(the experimental group) and 32 similar people living in Lahan Sub-district, Bang Bua Thong District, who
did not participate in the program (the control group). The research tools consisted of 1) an
implementation tool: a participatory learning program in Coronavirus 2019 prevention for older adults
based on Kolb’s participatory learning model. The duration of the program was 6 weeks. The activities
included workshops, knowledge provided by the public address system, and small group teaching after
Friday prayers at the mosque. 2) The instrument for data collection was a questionnaire divided into four
sections: general information, awareness about Coronavirus 2019 prevention, knowledge related to
Coronavirus 2019 prevention, and behaviors of Coronavirus 2019 prevention. The content validity indices
of Part II, Part Ill, and Part IV were .98, .99, and .96, and Cronbach's alpha coefficient of Part Il and Part Il|
were .89 and .86, respectively. The KR-20 of Part Ill was .86. The data were analyzed by t-test, Mann
Whitney U-test, and Wilcoxon Signed Rank test.

The results revealed that after joining the program, the awareness, knowledge, and behaviors of
Coronavirus 2019 prevention of older adults in the experimental group were statistically significantly
better than before joining the program, and better than the comparison group at p-value<.01. The
participatory learning program in Coronavirus 2019 prevention for vulnerable Muslim older adults could
be implemented in Pak Kret District, Nonthaburi Province, and could be extended to other areas with

similar context.
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