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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to (1) examine the alignment between the Sukhothai
Thammathirat Open University English Proficiency Test (STOU-EPT) and the Common European Framework
of Reference for Languages (CEFR) using Webb’s alignment method, and (2) map STOU-EPT English
Proficiency Test onto CEFR Framework using a modified Angoff method. The key informants consisted of
25 panelists: five for depth of knowledge (DOK) evaluation, ten for alignment evaluation, and ten for
cut-score determination. These panelists were selected purposively. The sample consisted of 1,272
individuals who voluntarily registered for the STOU-EPT. The research instruments comprised six sets: (1)
the STOU-EPT test, (2) the DOK assessment form, (3) the alignment evaluation form and indicators for
assessing the alignment, (4) the cut score determination manual, (5) the probability estimation form for
correct responses, and (6) the cut-score setting process evaluation form. The following four data analysis
techniques were used: (1) categorical occurrence alignment using mean and standard deviation,
percentages and mean for DOK assessment, and the mean of bivariate Spearman’s rho rank correlations
(P) between raters were used for inter-rater reliability; (2) the Q index was used to analyze the balance of
representation; (3) the Rasch testlet model was used to evaluate item quality; and (4) percentage, mean,
standard deviation, minimum, maximum, and the standard error of judgment were used for cut-score

determination.

The findings revealed that (1) the STOU-EPT aligned with the CEFR as follows: Categorical
Occurrence - Listening at: A2 (8 items, M = 8.00), B1 (8 items, M = 8.10), and B2 (9 items, M = 8.90). Structure
at: A2 (12 items, M = 12.20), B1 (12 items, M = 12.40), and B2 (10 items, M = 10.40). Reading at: A2 (6 items,
M = 5.70), B1 (19 items, M = 19.20), and B2 (15 items, M = 15.10); DOK - Listening at B1 (% hit = 100)
and B2 (% hit = 100) met the DOK criteria, while A2 did not (% hit = 0, below 50%). Structure at Bl
(% hit = 100) and B2 (% hit = 92.31) met the DOK criteria, while A2 did not (% hit = 0, below 50%). Reading
at A2 (% hit = 100), B1 (% hit = 100), and B2 (% above = 100) met the DOK criteria. With regard to balance
of representation - the Q index for listening, structure, and reading was .853, .952, and .817, respectively.
(2) The mapping of STOU-EPT test onto CEFR using the modified Angoff method was presented in two
formats. The specific skill score and Listening aligned as follows: A2 (1-12 points), B1 (13-18 points), and
B2 (19-25 points); Structure: A2 (1-19 points), B1 (20-26 points), and B2 (27-35 points); and Reading:
A2 (1-22 points), B1 (23-30 points), and B2 (31-40 points). The total scores aligned as follows: A2 (1-55
points), B1 (56-76 points), and B2 (77-100 points).
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