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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were (1) to study the state and problems of organizing
instruction on multi-culture in school; (2) to develop a distance training package for social studies
teachers on organizing instruction on multiculture for students in school; (3) to compare the pre-
training and post-training learning achievements of trainees who used the distance training
package for social studies teachers on organizing instruction on multiculture for students in
school; and (4) to study the effects of using the distance training package by trainees in
organizing instruction on multi-culture for students in school.

The employed research sample consisted of social studies teachers teaching courses in
the Social Studies, Culture and Religion Learning Area in schools under the Offices of Songkhla
Educational Service Area, obtained by stratified random sampling. The research sample was
divided into two groups. The first group consisted of 54 social studies teachers who participated
in focus group discussions to express their opinions on organizing instruction on multiculture in
school. The second group consisted of social studies teachers who participated in efficiency
verification of the developed distance training package, divided into 54 teachers who participated
in the try-out step and 36 teachers who participated in the trial runs step.

The employed research instruments were (1) a plan for focus group discussions
concerning the state and problems of organizing instruction on multi-culture in school; (2) a
distance training package for social studies teachers on organizing instruction on multiculture for
students in school, comprising five units; (3) a distance training achievement test to assess
knowledge and understanding of trainees concerning organizing instruction on multiculture for
students in school; and (4) a self-evaluation form for distance training package trainees on
application of knowledge and skills obtained from the training in organizing instruction on multi-
culture for students in school. Basic statistics employed for data analysis were the mean, and
standard deviation; while content analysis was employed for analyzing the results of focus group
discussion, and the E,/E, efficiency index and t-test were employed for verifying the efficiency of
the distance training package.

Research findings revealed that (1) the social studies teachers had the opinions that the
instruction on multiculture was important and that it was necessary to organize instruction on
multi-culture, especially in schools in Songkhla, Yala, Pattani, and Narathiwas educational
services areas; however, the majority of teachers still had a low level of knowledge and
understanding on multiculture; as for its instructional approach, multiculture education should be
integrated as a substance in the Social Studies, Culture and Religion Learning Area and immersed
in all other learning areas in the Basic Education Curriculum, B.E. 2551; the contents of
instruction should focus on having the learners acquiring the knowledge and practicing the
learning activities in society to enhance mutual understanding among people; meanwhile, social
studies teachers expressed their needs for training on organizing instruction on multi-culture,
especially the training via the distance training system; (2) the five units of the developed
distance training package for social studies teachers on organizing instruction on multi-culture for
students in school met the set 80/80 efficiency criterion; (3) the post-training achievement of
trainees who were trained with the use of the distance training package on organizing instruction



on multiculture for students in school was significantly higher than their pre-training counterpart
at the .05 level; and (4) teachers in the sample reported that they had applied knowledge and skills
obtained from the distance training package for social studies teachers on organizing instruction
on multi-culture for students in school in more systematically and efficiently organizing
instruction on multiculture in their classrooms; and that the developed distance training package
was appropriate to be a manual for social studies teachers in organizing instruction on multi-
culture in school in the future.

Keywords: Distance training package, Multiculture instruction, Social studies teacher
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