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Abstract

Research Title: The Community Sustainable Self-reliance Development
Researchers: Assoc.Prof.Dr.Jinda Khlibtong, and Team

The purposes of the study were to 1) evaluate the technology, economic, resource,
mind, and social state of communities in Chai Nat Province, Suphan Buri Province, Prachin Buri
Province, and Chaiyaphum Province; 2) develop the indices of the community sustainable self-
reliance; 3) to study guidelines for developing the community sustainable self- reliance; and 4) to
study problems, conditions, and solutions to the problems of the development of the community
sustainable self- reliance through the participatory action research. The population in this study was
people in 4 action communities in these 4 provinces. The development of 4 action communities
was compared with 4 controlled communities in the same area. The data collecting process was
interviewing, group discussion, and setting community stages. The data were analyzed by using the
content analysis.

The findings were as follows: 1) the technology, economic, resource, mind, and social
state of 4 action communities in Chai Nat Province, Suphan Buri Province, Prachin Buri Province,
and Chaiyaphum Province was different, and their community context was also different. 2) the
indices of the community sustainable self- reliance in the aspect of technology were their concepts
and utilization methods of both local and modern technology; the indices in the aspect of economy
were their occupation, income, expenditure, savings, debts, and assets; the indices in the aspect of
resources were their resource sources, their resource utilization and management stressing on their
living with nature; the indices in the aspect of mind were their pro-virtue and pro-development;
and the indices in the aspect of society were their good tradition and culture, value, participation,
feeling proud of being the owner of their community, community rules, and innovation adoption; 3)
considering guidelines for developing the community sustainable self-dependence, it was found
that each community had development activities and community stages in self-dependence
adhering to each index. The indices in the aspect of technology were blending the local
technology with the modern technology, having worthwhile and sustainable resource utilization;
the indices in the aspect of economy were having income, reducing expenditure, reducing debts,
having savings, growing plants/vegetables for consuming in their family, extending plant and
animal tribes for themselves, interchanging their produce, good production, no debts, having
subordinate occupations, having income continuously, and having savings; the indices in the
aspect of resources were farming naturally, utilizing and living with local natural resources
including conserving and revitalizing them; the indices in the aspect of mind were interchanging
their knowledge and learning with other people, apportioning their excess produce among other
people, satisfying only with what belonged to them, supporting other members of their family and
their neighbors; the indices in the aspect of society were having creative leaders, uniting, using
labor in their family or their community, having sympathy for other members of their family and
living together, having close friends who cared for them, participating in community activities,
obeyed each other, and having community stages to interchange their knowledge continuously.
And 4) considering their problems, conditions and the solutions to the problems of the
development of the sustainable self- reliance, it was found that in the group level they realized the
importance of the sustainable self- reliance, their local leaders were main cooperators in their
community activities, their organizations had been operated continuously, and their activities
reflected their needs; and in the community level they also realized the importance of the
sustainable self-reliance that it affected their community publicly, their organizations had been
operated continuously, their existing local wisdom, knowledge, and experience had been utilized
and it had brought lasting benefits to their community.
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