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Researcher:  Professor Dr. Siriwan Sripahol
Year: 2014
Abstract

The purposes of this research were (1) to study opinions of social studies teachers concerning the needs for
and appropriateness of contents of contemporary substance in the social studies subject; (2) to develop a distance
training package for social studies teachers on organizing of instruction for contemporary substance in the social
studies subject to meet the 80/80 efficiency criterion; and (3) to compare the pre-training and post-training learning
achievements of trainees who used the distance training package for social studies teachers on organizing of instruction
for contemporary substance in the social studies subject.

The research sample consisted of social studies teachers who were teaching in the Social Studies, Religion
and Culture Learning Area in schools under Bangkok Metropolis Secondary Education Service Area Offices 1 and 2,
obtained by stratifies random sampling. They were divided into two groups. The first group was the research sample
to provide opinions concerning the needs for and appropriateness of contents of the contemporary substance. This
group consisted of 20 social studies teachers who participated in the focus group discussion. The second group was the
research sample for efficiency verification of the developed distance training package for social studies teachers on
organizing of instruction for contemporary substance in the social studies subject. This group totaling 62 social studies
teachers consisted of 38 teachers who participated in the try-out stage and 21 teachers who participated in the trial run
stage of the efficiency verification.

The research instruments were (1) a plan for organizing focus group discussion on opinions concerning the
needs for and appropriateness of contents of the contemporary substance; (2) a distance training package for social
studies teachers on organizing of instruction for contemporary substance in the social studies subject; and (3) a learning
achievement test in the form of multiple-choice objective test to assess knowledge and understanding of social studies
teachers who were trained with the distance training package on organizing of instruction for contemporary substance
in the social studies subject. Research data were analyzed with the use of content analysis, E,/E, efficiency index, and
t-test.

Research findings showed that (1) regarding opinions concerning the needs for and appropriateness of
contents of contemporary substance in the social studies subject, social studies teachers had understanding on the
contemporary substance and had opinions that there were the needs for organizing of instruction on the substance
which could be done by adding the contents on “contemporary issues” in the Social Studies, Religion and Culture
Learning Area because contemporary issues were issues that could be learned from actual and contemporary events that
learners should learn in order to keep up with contemporary events and make use of them in their everyday living; the
inclusion of contemporary substance should not be organized as a new learning substance, but should be integrated as a
part of basic courses or be organized as a supplementary course in the Social Studies, Religion and Culture Learning
Avrea; as for the contents of contemporary substance that should be offered for the students, the following contents
should be included: family studies, women studies, the elderly studies, world citizen studies, multi-culture studies,
peace studies, and ASEAN natural disaster studies; these contents were appropriate because they were relevant
contemporary substances that enabled the students to obtain up-to-date information that could be applied in their lives
as members of the family, community, society, country, and the world; as for the needs for receiving training on
organizing of instruction for contemporary substance in the social studies subject, it was found that the majority of
social studies teachers needed training on each topic in the contents of contemporary substance and on how to organize
instruction on contemporary substance; as for the training mode, they would like to receive training via the distance
training system which was composed of the compiled texts, study guides, and supplementary media in the form of face-
to-face tutorial sessions; (2) the developed three units of distance training package for social studies teachers on
organizing of instruction for contemporary substance in the social studies subject met the pre-determined 80/80
efficiency criterion; and (3) the post-training learning achievement of trainees who used the distance training package
for social studies teachers on organizing of instruction for contemporary substance in the social studies subject was
significantly higher than their pre-training counterpart achievement at the .05 level.

Keywords: Distance training package, Organizing of instruction for contemporary substance in the social studies
subject, Social studies teacher
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