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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the organizing of history instruction
in primary and secondary schools in Thailand and the United States and (2) to develop a model
for Thai history instruction at the primary and secondary education levels. The research sample
consisted of 48 purposively selected social studies teachers, 16 were social studies teachers from
two primary education service areas, eight of which were from one school under each of the two
primary education service areas, and 32 social studies teachers from four secondary education
service areas, eight of which were from one school under each the four secondary education
service areas. The employed research instruments were (1) a note taking form for recording
results of documentary analysis on organizing Thai history instruction and organizing American
history instruction; (2) an observation form for use in observing the organizing of Thai history
instruction in sample schools in Thailand; and (3) a focus group discussion plan/interview
structure. Research data were analyzed with content analysis.

Research findings were as follows:

(1) History instruction in Thailand is organized under the National Basic Education
Curriculum, B.E. 2551 (A.D. 2008). As for the methods of teaching history, the majority of
schools in the sample employed the lecture teaching method with the use of learning media and
assigning students into small groups to undertake learning activities. Regarding learning media
and learning sources, the teachers employed a variety of learning media and learning sources.
However, from observation of teaching it was found that the majority of teachers assigned the
students to search knowledge from the Internet, and they utilized learning sources in the
community for instruction in some lessons. While measurement and evaluation emphasized the
cognitive domain, using an objective test as the main instrument.

Regarding the organizing of history instruction in the United States, from documentary
study it was found that the organizing of history curriculum in school included the determination
of key historical concepts and principles, the determination of history learning standards the
majority of which having two clear goals, namely, the learning standards focusing on
development of history thinking process skills, and the learning standards focusing on
development of understanding on historical contents. As for history teaching methods, the
teachers used a variety of teaching methods. Also, the teachers organized a variety of learning
activities. As for the use of instructional media, the teachers make use of a variety of
instructional media, but they put emphasis on using the Internet and various websites. As for
learning sources, they tended to use the community learning sources in their instruction. Finally,
regarding measurement and evaluation in the history courses, they conduct measurement and
evaluation of learning outcomes in terms of student’s behaviors in the cognitive, affective and
process skill domains with the use of various measurement instruments.

(2) The developed model for Thai history instruction at the primary and secondary
education levels was composed of the steps for organizing systematic instruction in accordance
with the concepts and principles of history learning, namely, Step 1: Presentation of Historical
Information, Step 2: Searching for and Collection of Information, Step 3: Presentation and
Exchange of Learning, and Step 4: Conclusion and Application. Organizing of information
based on the mentioned steps will result in creating learning outcomes based on the determined
goals of developing the learner’s historical concepts, process skills, and historical attitudes and
values.

Keywords: Organizing history instruction, Model for Thai history instruction





