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Overview
Contents of Historical Thinking Standards for Grades 5-12

A. Distinguish between past, present, and future time.

B. Identify the temporal structure of a historical narrative or story.

C. Establish temporal order in constructing historical narratives of their own.

D. Measure and calculate calendar time.

E. Interpret data presented in time lines and create time lines.

F. Reconstruct patterns of historical succession and duration; explain historical
continuity and change.

G. Compare alternative models for periodization.

i0

A. Identify the author or source of the historical document or narrative and
assess its credibility.

B. Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage.

C. Identify the central question(s) the historical narrative addresses.

D. Differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretations.

E. Read historical narratives imaginatively.

F. Appreciate historical perspectives.

G. Draw upon data in historical maps.

H. Utilize visual, mathematical, and quatitative data.

A. Compare and contrast differing sets of ideas.

B. Consider multiple perspectives.

C. Analyze cause-and-effect relationships and multiple causation, including
the importance of the individual, the influence of ideas.

D. Draw comparisons across eras and regions in order to define enduring
issues.

E. Distinguish between unsupported expressions of opinion and informed
hypotheses grounded in historical evidence.

F. Compare competing historical narratives.

G. Challenge arguments of historical inevitability.

H. Hold interpretations of history as tentative.

I. Evaluate major debates among historians.

J. Hypothesize the influence of the past.

torical Research Capabilities

A. Formulate historical questions.

B. Obtain historical data from a variety of sources.

C. Interrogate historical data.

D. Identify the gaps in the available records, marshal contextual knowledge
and perspectives of the time and place.

E. Employ quantitative analysis.

F. Support interpretations with historical evidence.



http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/historical-thinking-standards-1/1.-chronological-thinking
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/historical-thinking-standards-1/2.-historical-comprehension
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/historical-thinking-standards-1/3.-historical-analysis-and-interpretation
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/historical-thinking-standards-1/4.-historical-research-capabilities
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Standard 5 : Historical Issues-Analysis and Decision-Making
A. ldentify issues and problems in the past.
B. Marshal evidence of antecedent circumstances.
C. Identify relevant historical antecedents.
D. Evaluate alternative courses of action.
E. Formulate a position or course of action on an issue.
F. Evaluate the implementation of a decision.

http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/historical-thinking-standards-1/overview



http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/historical-thinking-standards-1/5.-historical-issues
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/historical-thinking-standards-1/overview
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United States History Content Standards for Grades 5 -12
Overview of US Standards, by Eras
Standards in History for Grades 5- 12

ERA STANDARDS

Standard 1: Comparative characteristics of societies in
the Americas, Western Europe, and Western Africa that

Eral increasingly interacted after 1450

Three Worlds Meet

(Beginnings to 1620) Standard 2: How early European exploration and
colonization resulted in cultural and ecological
interactions among previously unconnected peoples

Standard 1: Why the Americas attracted Europeans, why
they brought enslaved Africans to their colonies, and
how Europeans struggled for control of North America
and the Caribbean

Era 2

Colonization and Standard 2: How political, religious, and social

Settlement (1585- institutions emerged in the English colonies

1763) g g
Standard 3:How the values and institutions of European
economic life took root in the colonies, and how slavery
reshaped European and African life in the America
Standard 1: The causes of the American Revolution, the
ideas and interests involved in forging the revolutionary
movement, and the reasons for the American victory

Era3 Standard 2: The impact of the American Revolution on

Revolution and the politics, economy, and society

New Nation (1754-

1820s) Standard 3: The institutions and practices of government
created during the Revolution and how they were revised
between 1787 and 1815 to create the foundation of the
American political system based on the U.S. Constitution
and the Bill of Rights
Standard 1: United States territorial expansion between
1801 and 1861, and how it affected relations with
external powers and Native Americans

Erad

Expansion and Reform ) . . . .

(1801-1861) Standard 2: How the industrial revolution, increasing

immigration, the rapid expansion of slavery, and the
westward movement changed the lives of Americans and
led toward regional tensions



http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-1
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-1
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-1
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-1#section-1
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-1#section-2
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-2
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-2
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-2
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-2
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-2#section-1
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-2#section-2
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-2#section-3
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-3
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-3
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-3
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-3
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-3#section-1
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-3#section-2
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-3#section-3
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-4
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-4
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-4
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-4#section-1
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-4#section-2
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Erab
Civil War and
Reconstruction (1850-

1877)

Era 6

The Development of
the Industrial United
States (1870-1900)

Era 7
The Emergence of
Modern America

(1890-1930)

Era 8
The Great Depression
and World War Il

(1929-1945)

Standard 3: The extension, restriction, and reorganization
of political democracy after 1800

Standard 4: The sources and character of cultural,
religious, and social reform movements in the antebellum
period

Standard 1: The causes of the Civil War

Standard 2: The course and character of the Civil War
and its effects on the American people

Standard 3: How various reconstruction plans succeeded
or failed

Standard 1: How the rise of corporations, heavy industry,
and mechanized farming transformed the American
people

Standard 2: Massive immigration after 1870 and how
new social patterns, conflicts, and ideas of national unity
developed amid growing cultural diversity

Standard 3: The rise of the American labor movement
and how political issues reflected social and economic
changes

Standard 4: Federal Indian policy and United States
foreign policy after the Civil War

Standard 1: How Progressives and others addressed
problems of industrial capitalism, urbanization, and
political corruption

Standard 2: The changing role of the United States in
world affairs through World War |

Standard 3: How the United States changed from the end
of World War | to the eve of the Great Depression

Standard 1: The causes of the Great Depression and how
it affected American society

Standard 2: How the New Deal addressed the Great
Depression, transformed American federalism, and
initiated the welfare state



http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-4#section-3
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-4#section-4
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-5
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-5
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-5
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-5
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-5#section-1
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-5#section-2
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-5#section-3
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-6
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-6
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-6
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-6
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-6#section-1
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-6#section-2
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-6#section-3
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-6#section-4
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-7
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-7
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-7
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-7
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-7#section-1
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-7#section-2
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-7#section-3
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-8
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-8
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-8
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-8
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-8#section-1
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-8#section-2
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Era9
Postwar United States

(1945 to early 1970s)

Era 10
Contemporary United
States (1968 to the

present)

Standard 3: The causes and course of World War 11, the

character of the war at home and abroad, and its
reshaping of the U.S. role in world affairs

Standard 1: The economic boom and social

transformation of postwar United States

Standard 2: How the Cold War and conflicts in Korea
and Vietnam influenced domestic and international
politics

Standard 3: Domestic policies after World War 11

Standard 4: The struggle for racial and gender equality
and the extension of civil liberties

Standard 1: Recent developments in foreign and
domestic politics

Standard 2: Economic, social, and cultural developments
in contemporary United States



http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-8#section-3
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-9-1
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-9-1
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-9-1
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-9-1#section-1
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-9-1#section-2
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-9-1#section-3
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-9-1#section-4
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-10
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-10
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-10
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-10
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-10#section-1
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/Standards/us-history-content-standards/us-era-10#section-2
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Internet Resources for Teaching History

Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov

National Achieves and Records Administration

History documents, photograph, search interface for items in Still Picture,
Motion Picture, Sound and Video Branches of NARA with ordering
information; searchable database of National Archives information
resources.

http://www.nara.gov

Perry Castaneda Library Map Collection
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/index.html

Raew Map Collection at the Hargrett Library
http://w2ww.lib.uga.edu/darchive/hargrett/maps/maps/html

Interactive Atlas of Culture and History

Features over 50 maps dealing with the Antebellum United States and Ancient
and Early Medieval Europe. Most have been created with Shovkwave, which
allows users to follow Roman trade routes the conquests of Philip and
Alexander of Macedon, territorial expansion of the United States through

1853, and the War with Mexico, among other things.
http://darkeing.uoregon.edu/atlas/

Scope Systems Today-in-History Page

Lists celebrity birthdays and historical events for the current date. Also
includes a link to two other sites that allow the user to choose any day or any
month of any year.

http://www.scopesys.com/today

History Channel Today-in-History page
http://www.historychennel.com/today

Those Were the Days, Today in History

Covers the current date and the next; lots of music and sports references
http://www.440.com/twtd/today.html

The National Council for History Education

26915 Westwood Road, Suite B-2

Westlake, Ohio 44145

Phone: (440) 835-1776

FAX: (440) 835-1295

E-mail: nche@nchc.net

Web site: http://www.nchc.net/

American History:

The Nation’s Report Card-U.S. History

Includes information of the U.S. history achievement of American students as
determined by the National Assessment of Educational Progress.
http://www.nes.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/ushistory



http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/index.html
http://w2ww.lib.uga.edu/darchive/hargrett/maps/maps/html
http://darkeing.uoregon.edu/atlas/
http://www.scopesys.com/today
http://www.historychennel.com/today
http://www.440.com/twtd/today.html
mailto:nche@nchc.net
http://www.nchc.net/
http://www.nes.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/ushistory
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American’s Library (Library of Congress

A small sample of what you can find as this site: Discover what Abraham
Lincoln had in his pockets on the night he was assassinated, jump back into
the pasr to find more about the settlers who landed on Plymount Rock, or learn
how the oud, zurna, and marimba influenced today/s modern musical
instruments. Focuses on revealing history in a diaries photographs and more.
http://www.americanslibrary.gov

American Cultural History: The Twentieth Century

Contains comprehensive discussions of life in each decade of the twentieth
century in the United States. Includes information on people and personalities,
fashions, and fad, events, music, education, and statistics (e.g., salary,
population, prices). Links are provided to related Web resources.
http://kclibrary/nhmccd.edu/decades.html

New American Studies Web

Includes Economy and Politics, Race and Ethnicity, Gender and Sexuality,
Social Science, Current Events and Legal Studies, andmore.
http://www.geoergetown.edu/crossraods/asw/

Crossroads: A K-16 American History Curriculum

Composed of — elementary, middle, and high school units chronologically
organized into 12 historical periods, as well as course syllabi for pre- service
social studies educators on the subjects of American history and history
education

http://eduref.org/virtual/lessons/crossroads

Douglas: Archives of American Public Address

A collection of important American speeches searchable by date, title,
speaker, and by “controversy or movement.” Also contains links to related
Webresources

http://www.douglasarchieves.org

Library of Congress American Memory Project

Over 70 collections of digitized documents photographers, recorded sound,
moving pictures, and text from the Library’s Americana collections. There is
also a Learning Page to help educators and students using the collection in the
classroom.

http://www.memory.loc.gov/ammen/index.html

Ushidtory.org

From the Independence Hall in Philadelphia, this site features early American
history, Resources include the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Paine,
the Revolutionary War, and more.

http://www.ushistory.org

Making of America

“... adigital library of primary sources in American Social history from the
Antebellum period through reconstruction. The collection is particularly
strong in the subject areas of education, psychology, American history,
sociology, religion, and science and technology”
http://www.moa.umdl.umich.edu

Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government for Kids

Provides learning tools for K-12 students, parents, and teachers about how



http://www.americanslibrary.gov/
http://kclibrary/nhmccd.edu/decades.html
http://www.geoergetown.edu/crossraods/asw/
http://eduref.org/virtual/lessons/crossroads
http://www.douglasarchieves.org/
http://www.memory.loc.gov/ammen/index.html
http://www.ushistory.org/
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U.S. government works. Provided by Superintendent of Documents, U.S.
Government Printing Office (GPO) http://bensguide.gpo.gov

Educational Links — U.S. House od Representative

Includes the full text of the U.S. Constitution, amendments, and articles.
http://www.house.gov/house/educat.sthml

From Revolution to Reconstructuin ... and What Happened Afterwards
Information on U.S. presidents, including speeches, biographies, and links to
Web sites dedicated to American presidents

http://odur.let.rug.nl/usa.P/

Teacher & Student Resources at the INS

Provided resources on the history of immigration to the United States. Find
out about famousr symbols of immigration to America, including the Statue of
Liberty and Ellis Island. Learn more about genealogy to help you discover
information about your own immigrant background.
http://www.uscis.gov/graphics/aboutus/history/teacher/index.htm
Documenting the American South

A collection of sources on Southern history, literature and culture from the
colonial period through the first decades of the twentieth century. Includes a
library of Southern literature, slave narratives, and community perspectives.
http://docsouth.unc.edu/

American Journeys

“...contains more than 18,000 pages of eyewitness accounts of North
American exploration the sagas of Vikings in Canada in AD 1000 to the
diaries of mountain men in the Rookies 800 years later” A collaborative
project of the Winconsin History Society and National History Day
http://www.americanjourneys.org

Archiving Early America

Primary source material from eighteenth-century America
http://www.earlyamerica.com

At Home in the Heartland Online

In-Depth materials on family life in Illinois from 1700 to the present.
http://museum.state.il.us/exhibits/athome/welcome.htm
African-American Women: On-line Archival Collection

Presents the letters and memoirs of three African — American women in the
nineteenth century
http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/collections/african-american-women.html
Exploring the West from Monticello

An online collection of maps documenting the westward exploration of
America

http://www.lib.virginia.edu/exhibits/lewis_clark/home.html

PBS Online: Lewis and Clark

Information on the expedition of Lewis and Clark and classroom resourced for
teachers

http://www.pbs.org/lewisandclark/index.html



http://bensguide.gpo.gov/
http://www.house.gov/house/educat.sthml
http://odur.let.rug.nl/usa.P/
http://www.uscis.gov/graphics/aboutus/history/teacher/index.htm
http://docsouth.unc.edu/
http://www.americanjourneys.org/
http://www.earlyamerica.com/
http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/collections/african-american-women.html
http://www.lib.virginia.edu/exhibits/lewis_clark/home.html
http://www.pbs.org/lewisandclark/index.html
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e The New Deal Network
Online resources on FDR, the Great Depression, and New Deal programs
http://newdeal.feri.org

e The Papers of George Washington
Materials on George Washington’s life and a selection of his papers.
http://www.gwpapers.virgina.edu

e Africans in America
“America’s Journey through slavery is represented in four parts. For each era,
you’ll find a historical Narrative, a Resource Bank of images, documents,
stories, biographies, and commentaries, and a Teacher’s Guide for using the
content of the Web site and Television series in U.S. history Courses”
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/lhome/html

gmdaﬁm: Stockard, James W. (2007) Handbook for Teaching Secondary School
Social Studies. II: Waveland Press,Inc.



http://newdeal.feri.org/
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