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Abstract

The purposes of this qualitative research were to 1) study agricultural
circumstance at the Moon River basin 2) study indigenous wisdom on agricultural
system at the Moon River basin 3) study, collect and prepare database of indigenous
wisdom on agricultural system at the Moon River basin 4) study and seek conservation
guidelines and develop indigenous wisdom on agricultural system at the Moon River
basin and 5) study recommmendations at practice and policy level for conservation and
development of indigenous wisdom on agricultural system at the Moon River basin.

The population comprised farmers/village scholars, groups/network/relevant
private development organizations, academicians from public and private sector
involved with indigenous wisdom on agricultural system at the Moon River basin. The
samples were selected by purposive sampling during the visit to study data obtained
from the field survey. The research instruments were in-depth interviews and taking
movement photos from a number of 15 samples of farmers and village scholars group.
Based on data obtained, focus group and brainstorm seminar were organized
accordingly. All of the obtained data was categorized, contents analyzed, compared,
relationship analyzed and studied its rationale.

The research findings were as follows. 1) Agricultural circumstance at the Moon
River basin; the entire agricultural area was 49,484.73 kmz, out of 35,644.74 km2 was
suitable for planting, 28,971.66 ka was suitable for rice cultivation, 0.76 ka was
suitable for vegetable crops, 6,614.55 km2 was suitable for field crops, and 57.77 km2
was suitable for perennial fruit trees. Most of the production area was on plain in the
middle of the river basin. Rice cultivation and vegetable crops were planted in

potential land while field crops and perennial fruit trees were planted in unsuitable



soil. 2) Indigenous wisdom on agricultural system at the Moon River basin; all was
integrated farming system which included both organic farming, natural farming,
Buddhist farming, delicate farming and new theory farming that significantly placed
emphasis upon water resource, use of existing production factors in the farm, building
biodiversity, with indigenous wisdom as technique for practical method in conducting
agricultural system relating to producing organic fertilizer, bio extract, herbal substance,
wood vinegar including technique as method for cultivation, animal husbandry and
also several kinds of fishery. 3) Collection and preparation the database of indigenous
wisdom on agricultural system at the Moon River basin from a number of 15 selected
village scholars and prototype farmers’ outstanding wisdom which was later on
transferred in VCD for easy and convenient search and dissemination. 4) Key
conservation guidelines and development of indigenous wisdom on agricultural system
at the Moon River basin were identified as existing organization to take charge in
supervising and controlling; existing fund with conservation guidelines in raising
awareness and value, wisdom, learning and transfer. Restoration and guidelines
development included as follows. (1) Search and select to develop, improve and apply
appropriately. (2) Enhance learning approach at all levels. (3) Publicize and share by
promoting and encouraging to broadly publicize and share. (4) Promote building new
local scholars. (5) Participation in indigenous wisdom conservation. 5) Recommendations at
practice and policy level for conservation and development of indigenous wisdom on
agricultural system at the Moon River basin were made as follows. (1) Recommendations at
policy level: the policy characteristics should be in line with situation and the
country’s development plan on the basis of sufficiency economy, relationship between
farmers and natural resources relating to campaign, implantation and raising awareness
of public mind/volunteer spirit, knowledge associated with virtue as well as the policy
promoting scholars’ center. (2) Recommendations at practice level: agricultural
extensionists must adjust their perspectives and thinking method toward role, duty,

target and thinking method over farmers by adhering to community-based, adjust their



work performance between authorities and the people, affiliated members/network,

relevant work offices and also promote community learning.

Keyword: Indigenous Wisdom on Agricultural System at the Moon River Basin
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