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Research Title: Children’s Play in Thai Families:Its Nature and Influential Factors on
Children’s Development during Early Childhood Years
Researcher(s): ChittinunTejagupta and Others

Year: 2015

Abstract
This study aimed to (1) explore children’s play characteristics and in Thai families (2)
investigate influencial factors towards children’s play characteristics in Thai families and (3)
examine children’s play promotions relating to children’s development during early childhood

years.

The sample of this study consisted of 1187 Thai with families having children under 6
years of age and living in urban and rural areas of 6 regions of the country : Bangkok, Lopburi,
ChiangMai, Khonkan, Chonburi and NakornSiThamarat. There were 539 families having 0—to 3—
year-olds (270 girls and 269 boys) and 648 families having 3—to 6-—year-olds (312 girls and 336
boys). Data collection was done by a questionnaire related to family characteristics, child
characteristics, child’s play characteristics in the family, and factors related to child’s play in the
family. Data analyses were conducted by using frequency and percentage.

Results showed that (1) children’s play characteristics in Thai families revealed various
types of play behaviors as the results of different child and family backgrounds; (2) factors
influencing children’s play characteristics included child’s ages as play behaviors of the 0- to 3-
year-olds involved motor-physical play while the 3- to 6-year-olds reflected constructive play,
also child’s gender as boys showed more physical play while girls showed more constructive
play; and (3) children’s play promotions relating to children’s development involved play
partners, play materials, and play areas. Most parents involved in their children’s play as fathers

engaged in physical play and mothers participated in toy play with their children.

Keyword: Children’s Play in Family, Children’s Play Behaviors, Early Childhood Years,

Children’s Development





