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Abstract

The objectives of this research were tol) study and evaluate the general
circumstances of the related communities 2) study participatory approach of
communities in the self-reliance agricultural extension, 3) develop the agricultural
extension model for community self-reliance. Data compilation from members of the
project on Agricultural Knowledge Center for Self-reliance from 6 provinces
throughout the region, agricultural extension agents and educators totaling 130
persons. Data collecting through interviewing and group discussion, Data were
analyzed by descriptive statistics and content analysis.

The study found that 1) source of rural information were broadcast,
agricultural village leaders and Sub-District Agricultural Technology Transfer and
service Center respectively. The information on their occupation.2)They participated in
the self-reliance agricultural extension through knowledge management for occupation
and living issues. They had low level in participating in agricultural extension
activities. 3) the agricultural extension model begins with study of farmers and
communities where they live . Based on the concept of self-reliance , the mentioned
study of farmers and their communities were conducted through the analytical systems
thinking process so as to find out farmers’ or communities’ problems. Apart from
learning about farmers or communities’ problems and their limitations, the agricultural
extension agent also discovers tacit knowledge of farmers, communities and local
indigenous wisdom through the knowledge sharing process. As for the problems, the
agricultural extension agent is recommended to employ a problem solving and conflict
reduction process for seeking guidelines to solve problems encountered by farmers.
That is to prioritize farmers’ serious problems by finding guidelines from the
knowledge bank to solve those problems, perhaps either from the public knowledge
bank or the knowledge bank jointly constructed earlier by the agricultural extension
agent and farmers or communities according to the knowledge management process
from individuals’or communities’indigenous wisdom.The agricultural extension agent
should learned together with farmers in order to acquire appropriate innovation for
potential solutions or building new models of agricultural development guidelines.
Once the agricultural extension agent learned the innovation, the significance of this
model is to communicate the innovation. The sender is the agricultural extension
agent, the message refers to the innovation that the agricultural extension agent would
like to send to farmers, and the channel allows farmers to learn that innovation. Besides
the transfer to farmers, it is also recommended that the agricultural extension agent to
publicize the innovation acquired to the general public.
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