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Introduction

Thailand deems agricultural extension crucial for agricultural sustainable development in
terms of promoting possible change in individuals or groups when coping with appropriate
technology, while aiming for quality products. as well as a better quality of life, through the
training & visiting system. From time to time, the agricultural extension model has continuously
been developed under the concept that the extension agent (EA) would be taking knowledge from
the knowledge resource to farmers and taking problems from producers in order to find out
solutions from knowledge resource center. The EA would therefore, serve as teacher and
coordinator. Up to present information era, farmers have been able to leam or find out their
required information directly from existing knowledge through media around them.

Purpose, Objectives, and Methods of the Study

Therefore, with the current agricultural extension emphasis upon communities’ and
farmers’ self-reliance, the objectives of this research on the agricultural extension model for
community self-reliance were to: 1) study and evaluate the general circumstances of communities
concerned 2) study participatory action of communities in their self-reliance with regards to
agricultural extension 3) develop agricultural extension for sclf-reliance of communities and 4) try
out the agricultural extension model for the self-reliance of communitics by data compilation from
farmers. housewife-farmers, youth farmers who joined the project of learning self-reliance at the
agricultural extension eenter. They were from 6 provinces in this region and there was and EA
total of 130 persons. By interviewing, group discussion, experimental knowledge. and the media
package for technology transfer.

Results and Conclusions

From the study, it was found that informants’ obtained 75% of their knowledge from:
the community's information tower, 59.2% from agricultural village leaders, and 50.0% from
Sub-District Agricultural Technology Transfer and Service Center. Information obtained by their
main occupation, members’ source of information included independent self-study, which was
at 76.7%, neighbors (68.3%), television (64.2%), and from government officials (50.8%).
Information obtained on their subordinate occupation, members’ sources of information mcluded
independent self-study at 80.0%, from neighbors (68.3%). government officials (55.8%) and
leaders (51.7%). Participants obtained information on life skills (savings, sufficiency living,
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morality, physical, and mental health etc.) gained: members” sources of information included

independent self-study at 72.5%, from neighbors (49.2%), and knowledge relating to culture

(grouping, natural preservation, religious activity and rituals). Knowledge required for

development consisted of better living, marketing. processing, packaging, agro-tourism,
Results of the study could be concluded as the model below:

Concept theory
Princgie OF 0omMMuUICATion
tranafier process

Lettuarging ad sharng
leatring process

Figure 1. Dissemination of knowledge by the community and extension agents

The mode! shows how the EA and the community improve and disseminate knowledge to
other communities. To achieve this endeavor, an agricultural extension agent must increase
his/her role through exchanging and sharing learning, thinking and implementing together with
farmers rather than being an instructor or resource person. Arising from the above concept, the
agricultural extension model will begin with farmers und communitics working through the
analytical systems thinking process so as to find out farmers’ or communities’ problems. Apart
from learning about farmers or communities’ problems and their limitations, the EA will
discover tacit knowledge of farmers, communities. and local indigenous wisdom via exchanging
and sharing learning process.

The extension guidehnes that the agricultural extension agent gleans from the knowledge
bank should be in accordance with concept and theory. In case of practice, the EA must
determine whether or not it is really practical. Also taken into consideration is that the farmer 18
using agricultural extension philosophy of the self-reliance concept for sustainable development.
Thus, it is highly recommended that the agricultural extension agent should learn with farmers
in order 1o gain appropriate innovation for potential solutions, or building a new model of
agricultural development guidelines as well as the transfer of innovation via communication
principle-SMCR. The primary concern of the AEG is good communication with the receiver or
farmer. in order to consider basic characteristics, such as, needs, attitude, and materials or
equipment for receiving such innovation. Besides the transfer of knowledge to farmers, it is also
recommended that the agricultural extension agent publicize the innovation acquired to the
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general public, so that the study of that innovation can be conducted for further development
with better appropriatencss.
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