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ABSTRACT

The study aims to develop the Learning Center in economic efficiency for primary
students, and evaluate the quality of the Learning Center.

There were two phases in this study. The first phase was the development of the
Learning Center through studying about the learning center and the economic sufficiency.
There were 840 participants classified into 390 teachers and 450 primary students under the
jurisdiction of the Educational Service Area in Nonthaburi Province. They were selected by
simple random sampling. The data collection was implemented through questionnaires and
interviews on their needs. The Learning Center was then developed and drafted upon the
information obtained. The focus group of 20 experts was held in order to rectify the draft
before presenting it to three specialists for verification and endorsement. The research
instruments were questionnaires, interview guide, focus group questions, and the drafted
model of the Learning Center. The second phase was the evaluation of the Learning Center
quality. The Learning Center was founded at the Wat Pasuk Maneechak School. It provided
services for the research participants: 48 primary students of year 4-6, selected through
cluster sampling. They were students of the second semester in the academic year of 2013.
At the Learning Center, they studied eight sets of documents about economic sufficiency,
and were assessed their learning achievement through the pretest and posttest including
their satisfaction in the quality of the Learning Center. The data was analyzed by the
statistical values of percentage, average, standard deviation, t-test, and content analysis.

The research findings were as followed:

1. The model of the Learning Center in economic sufficiency was comprised of the
Center’s philosophy, vision, policy, mission, goals, functions and roles, targets, administrative
structure, personnel, procedures, environmental management, the learning arrangements,
monitoring and evaluation, places and budget. There were eight steps of implementation: (1)
ideology determination; (2) administrative assignation; (3) analysis and prescription of
contents and experiences; (4) production of learning materials and activities; (5)
environmental arrangement in the Center; (6) education provision; (7) learning execution;
and 8) monitoring and evaluation. In this regards, the Learning Center was evaluated to be as
‘good’ by the specialists.

2. The students’ learning achievement of eight learning documents of the economic
sufficiency was reported that the achievement of the posttest was higher than that of the
pretest significantly at the statistical level of .05. The overall students’ satisfaction toward
the Learning Center was as ‘high’. In this respect, the ‘highest’ level of satisfaction was on
the opinion that the Learning Center provided knowledge and understanding in economic
sufficiency and it could be applied to daily life.
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