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Abstract

The objectives of this research was to survey services in child-welfare
residences that promoted Iddhipada 4 principle for fostered adolescents. This
research employed the mixed method including both the quantitative and
qualitative research methods. The research sample comprised two groups. The
first group was the sample for the quantitative study which consisted of 262
fostered adolescents in child-welfare residences. The second group was the group
of key informants for the qualitative study which consisted of 33 head-officers or
employees in child-welfare residences.  Three research instruments were
employed, namely, a questionnaire on services provided in child-welfare
residences to promote lddhipada 4 for fostered adolescents, a scale to assess
Iddhipada 4 in fostered adolescents, and a form for in-depth interviews of the key
informants to obtain their opinions concerning the provided services in child-
welfare residences to promote Iddhipada 4 for fostered adolescents. Data were
analyzed using the frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and content
analysis. Hypotheses were tested with the use of multiple correlation coefficient
and stepwise multiple regression analysis.

Research findings showed that (1) fostered adolescents in child-welfare
residences received services in all four aspects at least once per week which could
be specified as follows: they received recreational service and social welfare
service at least once per week; they received vocational training and job placement
service at least once per month; and they received educational service on the
average of once per month; (2) fostered adolescents in child-welfare residences
had Iddhipada 4 as a whole at the high level, with specific components of Chanda
(satisfaction), Citta (dedication), and Vimangsa (investigation) being at the high
level, while Viriya (perseverance) being at the moderate level; (3) the services in
all four aspects received by fostered adolescents in child-welfare residences
correlated with Iddhipada 4 of the adolescents on the average of 25.80 per cent,
and could be combined to promote Iddhipada 4 of the adolescents by 5.20 per
cent; when specific aspects of the services were considered, only the vocational
training and job placement service was able to promote Iddhipada 4 of the
adolescents by 5.20 per cent which was statistically significant at the .05 level; and
(4) fostered adolescents in child-welfare residences had expectation that the
services provided by child-welfare residences could promote Iddhipada 4 at the
high level; they had additional opinions that child-welfare residences should
improve all aspects of services to promote Iddhipada 4 for fostered adolescents; on
the other hand, the head-officers or employees in child-welfare residences had
opinions that the child-welfare residences did not provide specific service to
promote lddhipada 4 for fostered adolescents, but the existing services could
promote Iddhipada 4 for fostered adolescents.
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