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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to 1) study the management of non-formal and
informal education in Thailand and other countries; and 2) propose guidelines for the
management of non-formal and informal education for Thailand

The research process can be divided into 2 stages: 1) studying documents,
textbooks, and related research on non-formal and informal education. The researcher
analyzed and synthesized the information in order to develop a framework of guidelines for
the management of non-formal and informal education for Thailand; and 2) developing
guidelines for the management of non-formal and informal education for Thailand by using
a focus group discussion with 8 experts in the field. Later the developed guidelines were
assessed the effectiveness, and endorsed by 8 field practitioners.

The results of the study revealed that the management of non-formal and
informal education in Thailand, South Korea, Japan, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America and Ghana was inconsistent with the
environment, way of life, and needs of the target group. Guidelines for the management of
non-formal and informal education for Thailand included 5 aspects: 1) Law and policy on
non-formal and informal education should focus on life- long learning that provides
opportunities for different types of learning, and they should be available at different times
and in different places with no restrictions in order to create sustainable learning; 2)
Structuring and decentralizing power in education to local authorities in order that they can
administer their work, and become self-dependent; 3) curriculum and models of non-
formal and informal education should be diverse, flexible, and practical; 4) focusing on
developing people to be life -long leaners who have thirst for knowledge, and continuously
develop themselves; and 5) promoting networks of non-formal and informal education from
every sector to take part in education management.
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