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Community, Buri Ram Province
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Abstract

This research is a participatory action research with three following objectives: (1) to
study the operational condition of organic rice farmer group in Ban Sai Yao community; (2) to
develop strength in the operation of organic rice farmer group in Ban Sai Yao community; and
(3) to study factors related to strength in the operation of organic rice farmer group in Ban Sai
Yao community. The research process comprised three steps as follows: (1) designing the
model or process of strength development in the operation of organic rice farmer group in Ban
Sai Yao community; (2) selecting the target group; (3) organizing a meeting to explain the
project to the target group; and (4) collecting data from the target group. The research
population comprised 77 members of organic rice farmer group in Ban Sai Yao community.
The researchers selected 30 members who were willing to participate in the project. The
employed research instruments were a questionnaire, an evaluation form, and a data recording
form. Data were collected via the use of a questionnaire and an evaluation form, and
organizing a villager’s forum involving members of organic rice farmer group at Ban Sai Yao
community, Thalung Lek sub-district, Mueang district, Buri Ram province. Qualitative data
were analyzed with content analysis; while quantitative data were statistically analyzed using
the frequency distribution, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

Conclusions from research findings are as follows:

1. Regarding the operational condition of organic rice farmer group in Ban Sai Yao
community, it was found that the organic rice farmer group still lacked the operation on
marketing management and capital management.

2. The development of strength in the operation of organic rice farmer group in Ban Sai
Yao community comprises seven steps as follows: (1) determination of goals and indicators;
(2) evaluation of the group before the development; (3) formulation of operational strategies
and operational plans; (4) organizing seminars for sharing and exchange of learning
experiences; (5) adjustment of the operational plan for development; (6) monitoring and
follow-up of the operation; and (7) evaluation of the group after the development.

3. Factors related to strength in the operation of organic rice farmer group in Ban Sai
Yao community are the following two factors: (1) the internal factors which consist of the
member, the chairperson/committee member, the administrative system, the production system,
and the learning system; and (2) the external factors which consist of the natural situation, the
production factor, the middle trader, and the supporting agency.
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