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Guidelines for Participatory Water Resource Management:

A Case Study of Yom River Basin.
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Abstract

This research was a mixed-method research with the following objectives: (1) to study the process of participatory
water resource management at the local level of the organizations, local institutions, and the people sectors; (2) to analyze the
participatory water resource management; (3) to determine success factors of the participatory water resource management at
the river basin level of Yom River and important mechanisms of the participatory water resource management; and (4) to study
guidelines for development of participation in water resource development from the local level to the higher levels. Data were
collected from concerned people in Yom River basin with the use of questionnaires, in-depth interviews, focus group discussion,
workshop seminar, and assessment study. The employed research instruments were questionnaires, an in-depth interview form,
a note taking form, and a test. Quantitative data were statistically analyzed using the frequency, percentage, mean, and
standard deviation; while qualitative data were analyzed with the use of classification, comparison, relationship analysis, cause
and effect study, and analysis of related factors.

Research findings were as follows: 1) regarding the facilitating context aspect of the process of participatory
water resource management, it was found that (1) the laws concerning water resource management was not appropriate; there
were many work agencies responsible for supervision, monitoring and enforcement of the laws; while the people had more
knowledge and awareness of the laws and their rights concerning water usage; (2) the strategies for water resource management
were obtained from the collection of programs from various sectors concerning the coordination and management of Yom River
basin, and there were still gaps in the strategies; and (3) there were supports from various sectors for the people sector on a
continuous basis; regarding the roles and functions of concerned organizations/institutions, it was found that there were
organizations at many levels, namely, international level organizations, national level organizations, river basin level
organizations, provincial level organizations, and local level organizations that came in to promote and develop the
competencies for imparting and exchange of learning on management of water resource; regarding the tools for management
of water resource, the following tools were found: (1) the water resource assessment; (2) the plans for management of water
resource management; (3) the demand and supply management; (4) the tools for social changes; (5) the solving of problems
and conflicts; (6) the tools for monitoring the extent of water allocation and regulations for water usage of the community; (7)
the economic tools; and (8) the sharing and exchange of knowledge; 2) regarding analysis results of participatory water
resource management, it was found that the communities participated in water resource management starting with the
community level up to the state organization level; 3) regarding the success factors of the participatory water resource
management at the river basin level of Yom River and important mechanisms of the participatory water resource
management, it was found that (1) on the success factors, there were two groups of factors contributing to the success of
participatory water resource management, namely, internal factors consisting of the factors of group/organization members,
core leaders, group activities, and group rules and regulations; and external factors consisting of the factors of promotion and
supports to create facilitating context for participatory water resource management, the improvement/reform of organizations
and organizational rules and regulations, the enhancement and development of the organizational capability and knowledge
and competencies of the groups, the management of information technology system, the sharing and exchange of knowledge
and information, and the solving of problems and conflicts; and (2) on important mechanisms for connecting the
participatory water resource management of Yom River basin from the lowest level up to the higher levels, it was found
that in connecting the participatory water resource management from lower level to upper levels, it was necessary to create the
connecting mechanisms in every level from the village level, network level, tributary river basin level, and national level; in so
doing, the group or community had to have the plans, the communication concerning the plans to include them into the plans
of the work agency, and various connecting mechanisms; and 4) regarding guidelines for development of participation in
water resource development from the local level to the higher levels, it was found that there were two guidelines: (1)
guidelines for development of participation at the village group and between village groups by creating the awareness, the

collaboration in creating the plans, the creation of cooperating work groups, the creation of collaborating activities, the sharing



and exchange of knowledgeable persons and resources, the enhancement of will power among the groups, and the connection
of group activities with other activities of the community; and (2) guidelines for development of participation at the river
basin organization level by determination of the goals, direction, and program; creating the collaborating work committees with
clear roles and functions; regular organizing of activities; designing the connection of information; creating public relations;
providing supports to enable the connecting units to work; organizing the collaborating system for monitoring, follow up and

evaluation of the projects; and participating in decision making in the water resource management projects of the state.

Keywords: participatory water resource management / Yom River basin
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2. BUIAALNYINUNITUSUITINNITNSWEINTU
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2.1 ANURNIYVBINITUIHITIANISNSNYINTU

a v

WBNISANUANTBUKUIAAGMTUNITITE HAN¥ITILAAUMIAMUNUIEYDINITUTNS
Fansninensin Faglinnuanelininung dal
a a 6 Yo o w a Y go’ I A o
15175 JNYE (2545) LAlAA191inANNTeINITUINISINNISUY ADAINUNE NN
wnnunaadluinisimgan laee1dendnnisdnnis Fausenauaien1siaky n1suf UReu
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mi{f@miﬁwaﬁﬂsﬁﬁsuaﬂaﬂﬁﬂﬂuﬂszmmmu’]m Canadian Water Resource

o0 = =

Association (CWRA) A%anN15IANISNINYINTUINAIRIDIAAININUBITEUUTLIA haTAINY
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azllang ety

Usen1sil 5 nsaslnsuuuresiiudesly (Graduated Sanction) miaﬂwwﬂﬂaﬁ
nsgviauiin enadlneiaustuunludsiunin feidtuegfuanudeussenisnseyiin

Y

Uszn1sn 6 dnalnnrsundguiainudands (Conflict Resolution Mechanism) lag

'
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Usennsit 1 mawmwteen9e9dsan (Holistic Approach) Tnefnfisfismnuduiusszning
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in the Upper.Yom River Basin

Thai Baan (Villagers') Research by Sa-earb Communities, Phrae, Thailand
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