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Title: Approaches for Developing Farmer Groups and Networks among Goat Farmers in
Bang Bua Tong District, Nonthaburi Province
Researcher: Mr. Petch Taweewong

Year: 2018

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the socio-economic conditions, goat
farming conditions, and group and network conditions of goat farmers in Bang Bua Tong District,
Nonthaburi Province, as well as approaches for building farmer groups and networks to
strengthen them.

This was a mixed qualitative and quantitative research based on interviews with 67 goat
farmers in Bang Bua Tong District, Nonthaburi Province and a focus group discussion. Quantitative
data were analyzed using percentage, mean and standard deviation and qualitative data were
analyzed using content analysis.

The results showed that the majority of goat farmers were male, married, Muslim and
had completed primary level education. More than half (56.7%) raised dairy goats, and 65.7%
were Saanen breed. The average number of goats owned was 31.13, and most of the breeding
pairs were obtained from relatives (64.2%). Most of the farmers fed the goats Para Grass and
about three quarters of them kept the goats in stockades. However, 13.4% did not vaccinate their
goats and 25.4% did not have them checked for diseases. Two thirds of the farmers sold their
goats/goat milk retail and 97.0% said they found their own markets.

As for farmer groups, one in three said groups were formed out of the desire to work
together to solve problems, and community leaders were the initiators. About two in three
joined groups to develop their farming careers. As for benefit sharing, 37.3% of the farmer groups
had not yet collected capital. Participation in group activities was rated as high.

As for network building, the most important member-related components were ability to
solve problems and a high level of sincere intention to help others. The most important factors
related to doing duties with conscience were sacrifice, honesty, fairness, responsibility,
determination, willingness to listen to others’ opinions, and regular sharing of information. The
most important factors in the category of participation and exchange were interdependence and
information sharing. The farmers reported little or no problems in every phase of group forming

and network building.

Keywords: Bang Bua Tong, dairy goats, farmer groups, farmer network building
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