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Abstract

This study is a mixed-method research aiming to: 1) study the participation in
water resources management at regional levels of organization, local institutions and
public sector, 2) study success factors of the participation in water resources management
at watershed levels of Ping river basin, 3) identify patterns and mechanisms that linked
the participation in water resources management in the Ping river basin, and 4) determine
the approaches to development of water resources management in the Ping river basin
The research was conducted by collecting information from people involved in the Ping
river basin and branch watersheds. The research instruments were questionnaires, record
forms and seminar group. The quantitative data were analyzed through frequency,
percentage, mean and standard deviation. And the qualitative data were analyzed by
classification, comparison and rationality.

The research results indicated as follows that: 1) the participation in water
resources management of the people in the area at watershed levels was at a high level
of participation including participation in the operation and planning. The participation in
water resources management of the people in the area in other aspects were at a moderate
level of participation; 2) the successful factors of participation included with personal
factors (leadership and membership), group factors (group targets, determining a group
structure, regulations specified by the group and participation promoting activities), factors
relating organizations/ agencies involved (plans or projects that must be in line with the
needs or problems of the community, functionality of agencies/officers who operate to
support watershed organizations and government agencies at a practical level, supports on
consciousness raising and awareness building); 3) from the patterns and mechanisms that
linked the participation of the people in area in water resources management in Ping
River Basin from the recognition of the situation in the Yom and Nan watershed areas, it
could be found that it is necessary to establish a linkage mechanism at all levels, from the
regional level, watershed level to the national level; 4) approaches to development of
participation in water resources management in a dimension of operation process
including awareness raising, providing channels for public comment in working groups or
committees in groups/ organizations involved, organizing participation promoting activities,
integrating collaboration, and creating an information center for mutual water resources
management as well as a dimension of participation process including (1) studying
problems by organizing both formal and informal civil society forums at the community
level to the watershed level, (2) planning by setting goals, directions, integration plans
and mutual operations, (3) operating by coordinating with people at the regional level to
link various operations and establishing mechanisms for committee management from the
public sector in the proper proportion and (4) monitoring by organizing a system to visit
areas, evaluating management results of various projects of government sector with
participatory methods along with creating database of water resources in watershed areas.
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