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Abstract

The aims of research were to survey the fear of death which causes the knowledge
of dying derived from political philosophy of Socrates, and the enormous influence about
Socrates’s knowledge of dying were passed to later philosophers and became a
philosophical tradition. This research uses qualitative method by the way of close textual
interpretation and a contextual understanding. Documentary were selected both from
original texts and secondary text which were written by classical scholars and experts.

The study finds that 1) Socrates as a man who invented the knowledge of dying. The
knowledge was divided a human soul into two realm. The first realm is the body, the other
realm is the soul. He gave a priority to the soul because of is immortality. While the body
was perished and impermanent. Thus, the real philosopher is a man who practices of dying
while he is alive. Socrates acted bravely and calmly when he faced with death sentence. He
had a thought that death will be liberate human from slave of the body while a person still
alive and unchained the soul. This made the soul grasped the truth or real knowledge.
Socrates was recognized as a man who fought courageously and firmly to defend his
principle and righteousness till his last breath. 2) Socrates as a philosopher who invented
the knowledge of immortal soul. The new knowledge had changed the way a man had a
relationship to his soul. Especially in Plato’s philosophy which clearly separated the realm
of knowledge, reason from the realm of senses and emotion ; which proceed in the idea of
Dualism. The knowledge of immortal soul was passed from Plato to the Christian church
theology and philosophy. The influence gave birth to the idea and practice of martyr which

divided sharply between the city of man and the city of God.
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