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Abstract

The objectives of the research titled “Competency of Agricultural
Extensionists in Lao People’s Democratic Republic” were to; 1) study farmers’
agricultural production conditions in the Lao PDR, 2) study agricultural extension
conditions in the Lao PDR; 3) study the competencies of agricultural extensionists in
Lao PDR and 4) propose guidelines for competency development of agricultural
extensionists.Data were obtained from 40 agricultural extensionists and farmers with
the total number of 100 persons interviews and focus groups with 20 related
individuals. Data w analyzed by using descriptive statistics and content analysis.

The results of the research revealed that 1) the agriculture in the Lao PDR
consisted of farming, livestock, and fishing. Agricultural products for export included
rice, maize, sweet corn, sugarcane, potato, rubber, coffee, millet, and banana. 2) As
for the agricultural extension condition, through the Cultivation Department of the
Provincial Agriculture and Forestry Office, Lao PDR that was directly in charge of
the agricultural extension task by on-site agricultural extensionists responsible for the
agricultural extension at locality level. 2) The provincial agricultural department and
forestry office led by the Cultivation Department was directly responsible for
agricultural extension tasks. The agricultural extensionists were responsible for the
agricultural extension at locality level, 3) in regard to work performance indicators in
accordance with competency, most of the extension competencies were found to be in
a moderate level such as learning process management, agricultural development
planning by using participatory approach, agricultural technology transfer, application
of transfer techniques, extension in home economics and knowledge management,and
4) guidelines for competency development of agricultural extensionists by improving
knowledge, skills, attitudes, trait and motive of extensionists through research
training, project launching to support local operation, up-to-date extension model
analysis and development, and extension assessment system development.
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