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Zero Device in Khmer Discourse
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to analyze the Zero Device in Khmer discourse. The
research data were collected from 60 Khmer news, 10 general Khmer articles, and 5 speeches by
Khmer social leaders. Data analysis were based on the concept of discourse analysis by Halliday and
Hasan (1976) and Beaugrande and Dressler (1981).

The results of this research showed that there were three types of Zero Device in Khmer
discourse. Firstly, Nominal Zero was divided into (1) single nouns; (2) noun phrases, which an ellipsis
was found in all noun phrases and partial noun phrases; (3) pronouns; and (4) words pronominally
used as nouns: occupational/positional terms, vital status terms, first names and kinship terms.
Secondly, Verbal Zero, which was divided into (1) single verbs, (2) serial verbs: the verbs such as
lqaoy/ “ give,” [tiwl “ go,” /mook/ “come,” lyook/ “take,” or lpras/ “use” always appear in serial
verb construction when it is an ellipsis; and (3) verbs and complements: negative word also appears
in this construction. Thirdly, Clausal Zero, was divided into: (1) adjective clauses, which function as
subject, or object modifiers, (2) principal clauses, which function as intransitive verbs or other
sentences; (3) noun clauses, which function as noun phrases; and (4) adverb clauses which function
as the nucleus in predicate sentences. As for the results, the research is showed that the Zero
Device is used to indicate inter-sentence relationships and grammatical relationships although the
forms included ellipsises but their meaning and function still remained. The Cataphor and Zero
Forms can either be in the same or a different grammatical function. However, the use of Zero
Forms must be able to communicate and also should consider the grammar of the Khmer language
as well. In addition, Repetition used in discourse when repeating the meaning again, it is likely that

the repetition, which has appeared twice in the discourse, will be replaced by Zero Device.
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