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Abstract

This research aimed to explore the opinions of elderly students towards learing measurement and
assessment in distance education and to develop a learing measurement and assessment model for elderly
students in distance education at Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University. This research followed the research
and development methodology consisting of two phases. The first phase, opinions of elderly students towards
a leaming measurement and assessment model were examined by (1) a quantitative method using
questionnaires, the population was 595 students aged 60 years old and above who were studying bachelor’s
degree in any field at Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University in the academic year of 2016-2019, 154 samples
were obtained by stratified random sampling and (2) a qualitative method involving in-depth interviews to gain
in-depth information used for the model development. The second phase was the development of elderly
students’ leaming measurement and assessment model. This phase was conducted in two steps including (1)
the step of model development using two focus groups with 15 experts and 10 staffs giving service to the
elderly students, and (2) the step of model validation.

The research found that 1) by studying the opinions of elderly students towards leaming measurement
and assessment in distance education, students were unable to remember the course content (71.33 percent).
The students believed that the most appropriate assessment model was the model that includes pre-and post-
tests, co-leaming or supplementary teaching, midterm and final examination (56.46 percent), moreover, the
item should be shorter and less complicated (65.96 percent) and 2) the development of measurement and
assessment model for elderly students resulted in three-component, namely (1) assessment as leaming, (2)
assessment for learning, and (3) assessment of leaming. The learmning measurement and assessment model is
based on the bachelor’s degree curriculum, therefore the basic structure of the model still keeps the standard
quality of the curriculum. Moreover, the model should partly be adjusted to be more flexible and consistent
with the nature and conditions of the elderly students such as decreasing the items of multiple-choice tests,
increasing the font size of the test, adapting teaching and leaming, and assessing and measurement to be more
aligned and appropriate with the elderly students.

In the future, short courses or modular should be developed for re-skills or up-skills elderly students.
The short courses should be connected with the curriculum and program structure in order that students can
collect and transfer credits into the bachelor’s degree. Research recommendations were: as Sukhothai
Thammathirat Open University accommodates all types of students even the elderly, disabled, and
underprivileged, authentic assessment should be emphasized to serve the nature and conditions of the
students. If students are unable to take the paper-based tests, to provide the answer, students could use the
method of voice or video recording instead. In the future, there should be short courses for the elderly designed
to deal with memory problems by summarizing course content in the form of a conceptual map or diagram to
help the elderly students better understand the content.
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