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Educational Inequality from Gender Inequality Among the Indigenous Peoples of Northern

Thailand: A Case of Karen, Hmong, and Lahu
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Abstract

This research project aims to: 1) examine the current situation and factors contributing to
educational inequality stemming from gender disparities among indigenous tribes in Northern Thailand,
and 2) propose policy recommendations on the role of distance education in reducing such educational
inequalities. The target population for this study includes indigenous tribes in Northern Thailand,
specifically the Karen, the Hmong, and the Lahu communities in the provinces of Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai,
and Mae Hong Son. The sample group consists of 10 families per tribe per province, each with at least two
children of both genders, two village leaders or influential figures per tribe per province, and three
educational or related personnel per province. Data were collected from semi-structured interviews and
they were analyzed through both quantitative and qualitative methods, including descriptive statistics and
content analysis.

The findings revealed that: 1) The average age of participants was 42.21 years, with most having
completed primary education and working primarily as farmers. The average household size was 4.53
members, with 2.38 children per family. The average monthly income was 7,832.94 THB, with additional
income averaging 2,263.64 THB, monthly expenses averaging 5,124.17 THB, and average debt of 2,728.27
THB. No significant statistical differences were observed among the tribes, except for the Hmong, who had
a significantly larger average household size (5.38 members) and more children (3.03). Regarding factors
influencing educational inequality due to gender disparities, 78.86% of the participants reported no gender-
based discrimination in education, except for the Lahu in certain areas where disparities remain
pronounced. Overall, educational inequality among indigenous tribes in Northern Thailand was primarily
driven by economic constraints (71.43%) and inadequate infrastructure (18.18%). Language barriers,
especially thai language also significantly hindered educational attainment. 2) The participants believed
that distance education can help reduce educational inequality (71.54%), but many indigenous families
were reluctant to enroll their children in such programs (57.72%) due to concerns such as a lack of access
to necessary equipment, low confidence in learners' foundational knowledge, and insufficient two-way
communication between students and instructors. 3) Higher education institutions should establish
partnerships with indigenous communities to promote distance education, including collaborations with
non-formal education centers, scholarship support for community leaders, and incentives for distance
education personnel. This study highlights the need for targeted interventions to address economic,
infrastructural, and linguistic barriers, while leveraging distance education as a potential tool to reducing

educational disparities among indigenous tribes in Northern Thailand.
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